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Intersection 
project finally 
complete 

SEWER LINE Traffic 
headaches caused by 
months of work at a busy 
south-end Halifax intersec¬ 
tion are finally over. 

The Halifax Water Com¬ 
mission announced yester¬ 
day work on a water and 
sewer replacement project 
that involved the intersec¬ 
tion of South and South 
Park streets is complete, 
with only paving and land¬ 
scaping left to do. 

Replacement of the 
Freshwater Brook sewer 
line had been on-going 
since August of2008, with 
this Phase 3 portion in the 
works since the spring. 
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Thomas Gwynne-Timothy and his younger brother Kenneth, 6, hit a jump as they slide down the hill 
at Gorsebrook Park yesterday. Many kids in the HRM were happy to see fresh snow on the first offi¬ 
cial day of winter — but meteorologists warn it may not last till Christmas. More coverage, page 3 
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Bus along 
waterfront? 

Metro Transit to propose route 


MONIQUE MUISE 

monique.muise(a metronews.ca 


A new bus route along the 
Halifax waterfront may be 
up and running by next 
summer. 

A proposal for the new 
route — to be the No. 8 — 
will be brought before Hali¬ 
fax Regional Council early 
in the new year, said Metro 
Transit spokesperson Lori 
Patterson. 

The proposed service 
would run every 30 minutes 
along Lower Water Street, 
making stops at Scotia 
Square, NSCAD’s water¬ 
front campus and Pier 21. 

“With the development 
that’s now taking place 
along the waterfront, we’ve 
seen that we need to do 
something there,” Patterson 
explained. 

That development in¬ 
cludes new offices for Nova 
Scotia Power, slated to open 
in 2011, as well as the ever- 
expanding tourist mecca 


surrounding Pier 21. 

Plans for a free down¬ 
town shuttle that would 
run much more frequently 
and serve a broader area 
had been in the works for 
some time, but was notice¬ 
ably absent from the five- 
year transit plan presented 
to council in October. 

Paul MacKinnon, execu¬ 
tive director of the Down¬ 
town Halifax Business Com¬ 
mission, said the proposed 
route is “a step in the right 
direction,” but the free shut¬ 
tle should remain a priority. 

“Where we differ from 
(Metro Transit) is that they 
feel the changes to the 
number one route and this 
new No. 8 bus will accom¬ 
plish all the things a down¬ 
town shuttle could... but we 
don’t see it that way,” MacK¬ 
innon said. “We haven’t giv¬ 
en up yet.” 
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After 240 years on Hollis 
Street, one of Halifax’s old¬ 
est buildings greeted the 
sun from a brand new 
home this morning. 

The Charles Morris 
Building, built in 1760, 
has been lifted off its 


foundations and was 
scheduled to be moved 
last night to a parking lot 
on Morris Street owned by 
Nova Scotia Power. 

The building had been 
destined for a landfill af¬ 
ter a developer purchased 


the land where it stood 
and announced plans to 
build on the site. 

The Heritage Trust of 
Nova Scotia and several 
other organizations 
stepped in to save the his¬ 
toric structure, and four 


HRM councillors provided 
funding for the move. 

The building was named 
for its original owner, 
Charles Morris, who 
served as the province’s 
first chief surveyor and 
laid out the original 


streets and property lines 
for the city of Halifax. 

The building will re¬ 
main on Morris Street un¬ 
til the Heritage Trust de¬ 
cides where it should 
eventually end up. 
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Dancing into town 

The So You Think You Can Dance Canada Top 10 finalists tour is coming to 
the Halifax Metro Centre tonight at 730 p.m. The event features Amy, 
Austin, Cody, Emanuel, Everett, Jayme Rae, Kim, Melanie, Tara-Jean and 
Vincent and is part of an 18 -city cross-Canada tour. Tickets range in price 
from $47 to $67 and are available at all Ticket Atlantic Box Office outlets, 
online at ticketatlantic.com or by phone at 451 - 1221 . metro halifa 
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2009 Festival of Media Awards 



Woman, 19, hurt 
after being hit 
by pickup truck 

collision Halifax Regional 
Police say a 19-year-old 
woman was struck by a 
pickup truck at the inter¬ 
section of Upper Water 
and Barrington streets yes¬ 
terday afternoon. 

Police say the incident 
took place at 1:05 p.m. The 
victim was transported to 
the QEII Health Sciences 
Centre with non-life 
threatening injuries. 

The 35-year-old male 
driver wasn’t injured. The 
accident is under investi¬ 
gation. METRO HALIFAX 
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Video A look back at how 
technology changed our lives 
during the 2000s at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Operation Eagle 
lands in Afghanistan as Cana¬ 
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near Kandahar at 
metronews.ca 
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Tiffany Gardner shovels the sidewalk in front of her home on St. Margaret’s Bay Road. With show¬ 
ers popping up in the weather forecast, it may not be a white Christmas this year. 


Safe winter driving 


Dreaming of a white 
Christmas? You might be 
out of luck. 

Although HRM residents 
awoke yesterday to find a 
blanket of between 10 and 
15 centimetres of snow on 
the ground, it doesn’t look 
like much of the white 
stuff will stick around for 
when Jolly 01’ St. Nicholas 
arrives on Friday. 

That’s because showers 
are forecasted today and 
tomorrow, and Christmas 
Eve Thursday is calling for 
sun and clouds with sea¬ 
sonable temperatures. 

“It’s possible some of it 
might still be around,” 
Cindy Vallis, an Environ¬ 
ment Canada meteorolo¬ 
gist based in Dartmouth, 
said yesterday. “Accumula¬ 
tions don’t look too high 
as far as rainfall amounts 
go, but there are going to 
be a few showers around 
and temperatures are go¬ 
ing to be a bit milder than 
what we’ve been seeing.” 

Vallis said Sunday’s 
storm resulted in 10.4 cen¬ 
timetres of snow for Hali¬ 
fax International Airport 
and 14 cm at Shearwater. 


That’s below the between 
15 and 25 cm predicted be¬ 
fore the storm’s arrival. 

“We may have gotten off 
a little easy, but there was 
a fair bit of blowing snow 
around at times,” Vallis ex¬ 
plained. 

Right now, travel for 
Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day looks good. Christmas 
Day is calling for sunny 
skies and temperatures 
around 3C. 


• HRM Partners in Policing are 
reminding drivers to prepare 
their vehicle for winter condi¬ 
tions. Tips include having your 
tires and wiper blades in good 
condition and windshield 

Boxing Day Saturday has 
showers in the forecast 
and a high of 5 C. 

“Rain is expected right 


washer fluid full. Also recom¬ 
mended is an emergency kit 
consisting of a blanket, match¬ 
es, candle, plastic garbage 
bag, flashlight, batteries, extra 
clothing and a flash flag. 

now on Sunday, but I 
would take that rain with a 
grain of salt,” Vallis added 
with a laugh. 



A warm Christmas in HRM 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@ metronews.ca 


N.S. scientist's Nobel Prize a mistake, ex-colleagues say 


science Former colleagues 
of a Nova Scotian physicist 
who was recently awarded 
the Nobel Prize say the 
Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences has made a big 
mistake. 

Earlier this month, the 
academy cited Willard 
Boyle, who currently lives 
in Halifax, and American 
George Smith for invent¬ 
ing an image sensor that 


revolutionized photogra¬ 
phy. But two of their 
former co-workers 
at Bell Labs in New 
Jersey — Eugene 
Gordon and Mike 
Tompsett — say the 
citation is wrong. 

“They wouldn’t 
know an imaging Willard 
device if it stared Boyle 
them in the face,’ 



terview yesterday. 

Gordon, who 
worked at Bell Labs 
for 26 years, said the 
patent used to justi¬ 
fy the award makes 
no mention of imag¬ 
ing devices, even 
though the academy 
said the invention of 
the charge-coupled 
device or CCD in 


Gordon, 79, said in an in- 1969 led to the birth of dig¬ 


ital photography. 

The CCD transforms 
light into a large number 
of digitized image points, 
or pixels, in a split second. 
The technology is still in 
use today. 

But Gordon said Boyle 
and Smith had little to do 
with the scientific break¬ 
through, a claim the Nobel 
Prize winners flatly dis¬ 
miss. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Men arrested after 
thousands of illegal 
cigarettes found 

charges Two men have 
been arrested for allegedly 
being in possession of tens 
of thousands of 
contraband cigarettes in 
Middleton. 

The RCMP Integrated 
Border Enforcement Team 
says it seized 85,000 con¬ 
traband cigarettes, two ve¬ 
hicles and cash. 

Police say the two men 
were arrested on Friday 
for possession of 
unstamped tobacco prod¬ 
ucts. A 41-year-old man 
from Middleton and a 61- 
year-old man from 
Bridgetown have been re¬ 
leased under a promise to 
appear in court on Feb. 23. 
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Three seriously injured after vehicle collision on Highway 101 

Three people suffered life-threatening injuries in a head-on collision on Highway 101 near Kentville yesterday. Two cars collided just 
west of Exit 12 at about 4:15 p.m. RCMP closed the highway between New Minas and Coldbrook for several hours, the Canadian press 


Dexter reflects on the decade that was 


Premier on Copenhagen, deficit, real-time tech and other news that made headlines 


PAUL McLEOD 

paul.mdeod@metronews.ca 


You could say Darrell Dex¬ 
ter had an OK decade. 

From winning the NDP 
leadership to becoming 
premier of a majority gov¬ 
ernment, he’s a long way 
from his one-time after- 
high school job of digging 
trenches. 

Then again, there have 
been better times to be 
premier of Nova Scotia. 
Hundreds of millions of 
deficit dollars, flat-lining 
revenues and rising costs 
tend to take the wind out 
of one’s sails. 

Metro sat down with 
Dexter yesterday to discuss 
some of the big issues and 
cultural quirks of the last 
year — and decade. 

Some answers have been 
edited for length. 

Between 9-11, 
Hurricane Katrina, 
wars, tsunamis, the 
economic collapse, etc., a 
lot of people think it’s 
been a pretty rotten 
decade. How do you think 
history is going to size up 
the aughts? 

Well, that’s a 
good question. It 
certainly has been a 
tumultuous decade ... I 
think there was this sense 
that there was an econom¬ 
ic wave without end. Of 
course, we found out in Oc¬ 
tober of ’08 ... the econom¬ 
ic underpinnings of the fi¬ 
nancial system were not 
sustainable. I would think 
that given it’s the most se¬ 
vere economic correction 
since the Great Depres¬ 
sion, that if anything 
comes out of this decade, 
that will likely be remem¬ 
bered. I mean, you saw 
right-wing governments 
stepping in to nationalize 
banks. That’s unheard of. 

You just got back 
from Copenhagen. 
A lot of environ¬ 






Premier Darrell Dexter speaks with Metro Halifax 
at his One Government Place office yesterday. 


“I think that next year’s going to be a 
tougher year than this year. Financial 
decisions relating to the budget are not 
going to be easy... We can’t continue to 
be in the subsidy business for commercial 
enterprise.” Premier Darrell Dexter 


Cat is an example, Starlinlc 
was another one. We can’t 
continue to be in the sub¬ 
sidy business for commer¬ 
cial enterprise. 


was pos¬ 
sible? 


Which was 
{ |P) I more annoy- 
V . ing this 
decade: Reality TV 
or emo music? 

Boy, do 
you have 
to 

choose? Be¬ 
cause they’re 
both pretty 
annoy¬ 
ing. 


The media land¬ 
scape has shrunk 
significantly over 
the last decade. As a politi¬ 
cian and former journalist 
yourself, what do you 
think the impact has been? 

There are limita¬ 
tions in the press 
corps these days. I 
think there is a real crisis 
in media. The so-called 
convergence model took a 
lot of people out of the 
world of journalism who 
added great value to the 
debate. I think we’re suf¬ 
fering because of it. 


You’ve already 
[J announced you will 
L . * have to go back on 
your election promise 
to balance next 
year’s budget. 

Was it ever 
responsible 
to promise 
that and 
insist it 


mental advocates are not 
happy with the final result. 
Was the summit a success 
or a failure? 

It was frustrating 
to get up every day 
and see that the fo¬ 
cus seemed to be on China 
and the United States, 
when what we saw on the 
ground was a high level of 
agreement on the road for¬ 
ward, particularly among 
the sub-nationals, among 
the provincial and regional 
governments who were 
saying it doesn’t really 
matter what the nationals 
decide, because we are 
charged with the responsi¬ 
bility of implementing 50 
to 80 per cent of the miti¬ 
gation and adaption strate¬ 
gies anyway ... From my 
perspective, I wish there 
could have been a more 
universally adopted solu¬ 
tion at the national level, 
but I think that there were 
lots of positive things that 
happened in Copenhagen. 


Over the last 
decade, things like 
LJLJ Facebook, Twitter 
and MySpace exploded on¬ 
to the scene. Did you get 
sucked into the social me¬ 
dia vortex? 

I don’t have Face- 
book, I’ve never 
twittered, or tweet¬ 
ed, or whatever they call it. 


Right now, the 
hottest thing going 
is Twilight. Any pre- 
s on the next big 

I haven’t seen 
any of the Twilight 
movies, so I don’t 
know. This is the vampire 
youth teen love stories, is 
that what they are? No, I 
don’t really know. 

With non-stop 
texting and always 
being plugged in, 
do you think we’ve be¬ 
come too addicted to tech¬ 
nology? 

Everything hap¬ 
pens in real time 
now ... When you 
(hold a press conference), 
somebody is with the oth¬ 
er leader and they’re tex¬ 
ting back and forth. So all 
of the sudden it’s become a 
real-time world — instead 
of day by day or hour by 
hour, it’s literally minute 
by minute. 

This year, Liber¬ 
als accused Conser¬ 
vative MP Rick Dylc- 
stra of texting during a Re¬ 
membrance Day ceremo¬ 
ny. Dykstra said he was on¬ 
ly live-blogging the cere¬ 
mony. Have we become ad¬ 
dicted to technology to the 
point of absurdity? 

I think so. I have 
a BlaclcBerry, I obvi¬ 
ously have to use it 
for business, but I find it 
really overwhelming. One 
of the best experiences I 
had happened last Febru¬ 
ary when I travelled to 
Panama ... The phone did¬ 
n’t work, the BlaclcBerry 
didn’t work. It was like a 
godsend ... It was just 
great and refreshing to be 
away from the white noise, 
which is constant commu¬ 
nication. 


E 

dictioi 

fad? 

□ 


You do every¬ 
thing you do based 
on the information 
you have at the time. As 
(economist) Tim O’Neill 
pointed out, you had pro¬ 
fessional economists that 
didn’t anticipate the un¬ 
sustainable financial path 
that Nova Scotia was on. 
We knew there was 
to be a gap that the 
mer government had 
papered over. We 
certainly had no 
idea that gap was 
going to be in the 
vicinity of $1.2 bil¬ 
lion, and I don’t 
think anybody 
did. 


With unions 
looking for raises 
and the province in 
deep deficit, is 2010 going 
to be another rough year? 

I think that next 
year’s going to be a 
tougher year than 
this year. Financial deci¬ 
sions relating to the budg¬ 
et are not go¬ 
ing to be 
easy.. 
The 


The Nova Scotia Progressive Conservative Caucus 
wishes you and yours a happy holiday season 



Karen Casey (Leader) 
Keith Bain 
Cecil Clarke 
Chris d’Entremont 
Richard Hurlburt 


Best wishes for 2010! 
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YOUR GIFT AZZARO 

Receive an Azzaro laptop 
case with any Azzaro 
fragrance purchase 
of $83 or more (before taxes). 
Shown: $83 each. 


BURBERRY 

LONDON FOR MEN 

Limited Edition, Eau de Toilette 
100 mL, $88 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 


BURBERRY 

MEN MINIATURES SET 

Set includes a 4.5 mL 
miniature of The Beat Men, 
Brit Men, London Men, 
Classic Men and 
Touch Men. $44 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 


YOUR GIFT 


PORSCHE DESIGN 

Receive a 15 mL Travel Spray 
as your gift, with any purchase 
of $85 or more (before taxes) in Porsche 
Design The Essence. Shown: 80 mL 
Eau de Toilette Spray, $85 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 


$120 in beauty savings 

With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCE purchase (before taxes). 


That’s 


$10 off 


each month for a whole year! 


*Redeemable on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 

Only 3 days left! On now until Thursday, December 24th 
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British broadcasting great to address East Coast music audience 

The East Coast Music Association announced yesterday that Bob Harris, a British contemporary music broadcasting great from BBC Radio 2, is giving the keynote address at 
the 2010 Awards, Festival & Conference March 4 to 7 in Sydney. Harris will address the audience March 6 , at the Membertou Trade and Convention Centre, metro Halifax 


Don’t count on Cat: Dexter 


Report may recommend new Yarmouth ferry, premier says 



The Cat ferry makes its approach to Yarmouth harbour in this file photo. It was announced last 
week that the ferry between Nova Scotia and Maine is no longer running. 


Senior loses $loKin 
phone scam: RCMP 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mdeod@metronews.ca 


There could still be a 
Yarmouth-to-Maine ferry 
but it likely won't be the 
Cat, Premier Darrell 
Dexter said yesterday. 

In an interview with 
Metro Halifax, the premier 
said despite what may 
come, the Bay Ferries opera¬ 
tion had become unwork¬ 
able. 

“Last year it was $12 mil¬ 
lion (in subsidies to keep 
the ferry operational). The 
province just cannot sus¬ 
tain that,” he said. 

“The job of government is 
not to continue to subsidize 
services that are not meet¬ 
ing the needs of the 
province or the region.” 

Bay Ferries said last week 
it will shut down the sea¬ 
sonal ferry after being de¬ 
nied $6 million in govern¬ 
ment subsidies. The area 
will lose 120 jobs. 

A joint federal-provincial 
report on transportation in 
the area is underway. Dex¬ 
ter said it may recommend 


a new ferry service, but his 
best bet is it won’t be the 
Cat. 

Dexter said one key prob¬ 
lem with Bay Ferries’ opera¬ 
tion is that it was purely for 
passenger traffic and had 
no commercial capacity. He 
said whatever ferry service 
exists should fill the export¬ 
ing needs of Southwest No¬ 
va. 

“I think that moving this 


decision back to the com¬ 
munities is the important 
thing to do,” Dexter said. 
“To say you have to find a 
ferry service operator that is 
sustainable, that will pro¬ 
vide you with the export ca¬ 
pacity that you need and 
will provide you with a pas¬ 
senger service.” 

Yarmouth Mayor Phil 
Mooney will be part of a del¬ 
egation to Halifax tomor¬ 


row to lobby Dexter to save 
the existing ferry service. 

Mooney said he’s received 
calls from tourism opera¬ 
tors from Nova Scotia and 
the state of Maine who say 
they will suffer if ferry serv¬ 
ice isn’t restored. 

The town of Yarmouth 
has opened an office and as¬ 
signed a town employee as 
part of its own ferry-rescue 
plan. 


crime Nova Scotia RCMP say 
two men trying out a new 
telephone fraud scam man¬ 
aged to swindle an elderly 
Amherst area woman out of 
$10,000 over the weekend. 

Nova Scotia RCMP say the 
woman received a call on 
Sunday from a man claim¬ 
ing to be her grandson. The 
man told her he had been 
arrested and needed money 
to be released from jail be¬ 
fore handing the phone 
over to another man, who 
claimed to be a lawyer, po- 


initiative A Cape Breton 
woman has finished 14 half¬ 
marathons in 14 consecu¬ 
tive days to raise money for 
HIV/AIDS support programs 
in Africa. 

Deby Johnston, 54, of In- 
gonish Ferry spent two 
weeks running the Cabot 
Trail as part of the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation initiative, 
A Dare to Remember. 

Johnston began her jour¬ 
ney Dec. 1 — World AIDS 
Day — and ran each day for 
approximately 21.1 kilome- 


lice allege. 

The woman ended up 
sending close to $10,000 in 
the form of a Canada Post 
money order to a specific lo¬ 
cation to have the man re¬ 
leased from jail. 

Last week, RCMP sent out 
warnings about this scam 
after various other people 
got similar calls. Police are 
advising anyone who gets 
such a call to contact the an¬ 
ti-fraud centre at 1-888-495- 
8501. 


tres after working her regu¬ 
lar job with Nova Scotia 
Power. 

“It went fabulous,” an en¬ 
thusiastic Johnston said. “I 
finished in the 14 days — I 
didn’t miss one day. I ran 
through three snowstorms 
and I felt great.” 

Johnston has raised up¬ 
wards of $11,000 for the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation 
and is continuing to accept 
donations through the 
foundation’s website. 

CAPE BRETON POST 


Runner raises thousands for 
HIV/AIDS support programs 
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" $100 gift ^9 




Samsung Slyde 
- $150 Sale price 

$A 


LG KEYBO 
- $150 Sale price 

$A 


Samsung Intensity™ 
$175 Sale price 


Koodo 

■ mobile™ 


* 25 , 


Walmart 


^feller* 


(1) See store for details. Bonus gift available with new activations only. While quantities last. (2) Subject to approved credit. 


Koodo 


Halifax Shopping Centre 
Mic Mac Mall 
Sunnyside Mall 





































SAVE $50 

with mail-in rebate 


GIVE THEM WHAT THEY WANT 

WITH A BAY GIFT CARD! 


' n Beauty Savings 

Tj I / V J With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCES purchase 
I (before taxes) 

That’s 

Chi r\ /-N-Pf * each month for 
Cp I v_/ CJII a whole year! 

On now until Thursday, December 24th 

*Valid on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 


On now until Thursday December 24th 


KITCHENAID 

Artisan stand mixer 

Reg. $449.99 


$ 249"r 


KITCHENAID 

Widemouth food processors 
Reg. $379.99-$399.99 

15% OFF 

All coffee makers, espresso/cappucino 
makers, coffee grinders 

Excludes Paderno, Saeco and new lower price items. 


3 DAYS LEF1 


UNTIL CHRISTMAS 

DEC.22ND & 23RD - STORES OPEN 8AM - 11PM 


30 % off 


Men’s & women’s 
cold-weather gloves, 
scarves & hats 


$4999 

Men’s merino 
wool sweaters by 

BLACK BROWN 1826 
& JONES NEW YORK 

Reg. $80-$120 


BUY 3 OR MORE, GET 


40 % off 


BUY 2, GET 35% OFF 
BUY 1, GET 30% OFF 


Men’s underwear by 

JOE BOXER, TOMMY 
HILFIGER, NAUTICA, 
MCGREGOR & 

STANFIELD’S and men's 
thermalwear by STANFIELD’S 


Shop early. Don’t be disappointed. No rain checks & no price adjustments. Offers available while quantities last. Selection will vary by store. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. See in-store for details. 
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Solider to be tried for murder in court martial 

A Canadian officer charged in the death of a wounded Afghan insurgent will face a court martial next month. The military announced yesterday 
that Capt. Robert Semrau's trial will begin Jan. 25 in Gatineau, Que. Semrau is charged with second-degree murder for the 2008 shooting death, the Canadian press 



No ethics violation: Watchdog 

Conservative Senator Leo Housakos, left, did not break any ethics rules 
while working within an engineering firm that landed a federal stimulus 
contract, a Senate watchdog said yesterday. The Canadian Press reported 
this fall that Housakos was on the payroll of Groupe BPR Inc. last Septem¬ 
ber when it was awarded $ 4.5 million as part of a consortium studying the 
aging Champlain Bridge. the Canadian press 


Charity Never too young to give 



Tru Smit, 3, donates to the Salvation Army as volunteer Pat 
Haram watches yesterday morning at Pacific Centre in Vancou¬ 
ver. Smit was at the mall with her dad. Many charities across 
Canada say donations have been slow this holiday season. 


Aid groups worried about funding 


organizations The Harper 
government’s decision to 
axe funding for a Chris¬ 
tian aid organization has 
cast a pall over foreign aid 
groups who fear they’ll be 
cut off and their reputa¬ 
tions smeared if they dare 
to contradict Conserva¬ 
tive policy. 


Those groups that are 
involved in aid work in 
the Middle East are partic¬ 
ularly fearful, given that 
the government appears 
to have expanded the defi¬ 
nition of anti-Semitism to 
include any criticism of Is¬ 
rael. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Games a boon to gangs 

Relatively calm Olympics expected, Vancouver officials say 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


When Vancouver police of¬ 
ficers answered a 911 call 
this month and stumbled 
across thousands of ecstasy 
tablets imprinted with the 
Olympic rings, they may 
have also discovered 
reason to believe the 
region that saw bullets fly¬ 
ing in an all-out gang war 
earlier this year will see rel¬ 
ative calm come Games 
time. 

Just like the province is 
counting on the Winter 


Games to inject billions of 
dollars into the B.C. econo¬ 
my, organized criminals are 
hoping to cash in. 

“I think there is so much 
money to be made from the 
Olympics that it’s highly 
likely that there won’t be 
much disturbance,” said 
Robert Gordon, the director 
of the School of Criminolo¬ 
gy at Simon Fraser Universi¬ 
ty- 

That certainly wasn’t the 
case last February, when 
the body count was climb¬ 
ing and petrified Vancouver 
region residents were de¬ 
manding police and politi- 


prov¬ 
ince’s 
Inte¬ 
grated Gang Task Force esti¬ 
mates there are about 135 
gangs in B.C. — a group of 
three or more people com¬ 
mitting serious offences. 

cians act. 

The latest round of blood¬ 
shed began in January, con¬ 
tinuing for months, and at 
the peak of what police lat¬ 
er admitted was an all-out 
gang war, people “known 
to police” were dying on a 
daily basis. 


A frightening picture of 
murder and revenge was 
playing out in daily police 
briefings and before Febru¬ 
ary was done, there had 
been 16 shootings and nine 
people were dead, includ¬ 
ing a 23-year-old mother 
found slumped over the 
wheel of a new Cadillac 
with her four-year-old son 
still strapped into his car 
seat in the back. 

But the beginning of the 
end of the violence came in 
April, as police rounded up 
members of several promi¬ 
nent gangs. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Pair of Ontario court cases 
might re-write libel laws 


legal The country’s top 
court is set to rule today on 
two landmark cases that 
could re-write the rules on 
libel in Canada and grant 
journalists 


follow professional stan¬ 
dards in their reporting, 
even if the truth of their 
stories cannot be proven. 
At the heart of it all is a 
pair of judg¬ 
ments to be 

tections J released this 

against law- the modernization of morning in 
suits freedom of the press.” two 0ntario 

cases. 

One in¬ 
volves re¬ 
porting by 


broader pro- 


What’s at stake is 


Supreme PaulSchabas, 

Court of To ro nto Sta r la wye r 

Canada has 
been urged 
by media outlets across the 
country to establish a new 
“responsible journalism” 
defence that would shield 
reporters who publish “in 
the public interest” and 


the Toronto 
Star on a contentious ap¬ 
plication in northern On¬ 
tario by developer Peter 
Grant, a friend and sup¬ 
porter of former premier 
Mike Harris, to expand a 


golf course on cottage 
lakeside property. 

The other involves arti¬ 
cles by the Ottawa Citizen 
about Kanata OPP police 
officer Danno Cuss on who 
travelled with his pet dog 
Ranger to Ground Zero af¬ 
ter the 9-11 attacks to look 
for survivors. 

“What’s at stake is the 
modernization of freedom 
of the press and whether 
libel laws will be adapted 
to comply with the Char¬ 
ter of Rights and Free¬ 
doms” and how the law 
has developed elsewhere, 
Toronto Star lawyer Paul 
Schabas said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


accident Police and safety of¬ 
ficers are investigating the 
death of a man who fell to the 
ground while de-icing a plane 
at Calgary International 
Airport. Calgary Police Insp. 

Rob Williams said the man, in 
his early 50s, fell about six me¬ 
tres from the bucket of a de-ic¬ 
ing truck at around 6 a.m. on 
Monday. There was light snow 
falling at the time, but it is not 
clear if that was a factor in his 
accident. the Canadian press 
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1_ScanLife 

Same-sex marriage pioneers are 
among Canadians who were headline 
one-hit-wonders in the 2000’s. Scan 
this barcode for the full story or go to 
metronews.ca/canada 


Season's Greeting From RBC Bedford Branch. 
May you all have a Safe and Happy New Year! 

(p) 902 4214288 
1597 Bedford Highway 

Holiday Hours: Dec 24:closed at 3, Dec 25-28: closed 
Dec 29: regular hours, New Years Eve: closed at 3 
Reopened January 2:10-3 




Glucose test not helping all: Study 


Costly expense 


diabetes Ontario and other 
provinces could save tens 
and even hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars by cutting 
back on the number of un¬ 
necessary glucose tests con¬ 
ducted weekly by people 65 
and older who have Type 2 
diabetes, Toronto re¬ 
searchers suggest. 

Their work, published in 
the Canadian Medical Asso¬ 
ciation Journal, looked only 
at data from Ontario. But 
the lead author, Tara 
Gomes, said the same may 
be true of other provinces 
as well. 

A more rational policy on 
glucose self-testing by sen¬ 
iors with Type 2 diabetes 


• The researchers estimate 
that over the next five years, 
Ontario's tab for the test strips 
used by people 65 and over 

could improve the quality 
of life for the people them¬ 
selves and ease the strain 
on provincial coffers, said 
Gomes and colleagues from 
the Institute for Clinical 
Evaluative Sciences and St. 
Michael’s Hospital. 

Any changes would not 
apply to people with Type 1 
diabetes or people who con¬ 
trol Type 2 diabetes with in¬ 
sulin. They need to regular- 


will be $500 million. But in 
2008 alone, over 60 per cent of 
strips dispensed went to peo¬ 
ple who aren't using insulin. 

ly monitor their blood sug¬ 
ar levels and adjust their 
therapy accordingly. But 
clinical trials have found 
that performing multiple 
daily tests of blood sugar 
levels does not help people 
with Type 2 diabetes who 
aren’t on insulin to control 
their condition. And there 
is some evidence it actually 
provokes anxiety and even 
depression, the Canadian press 
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CPP teams up to buy Scottish mall ^ ^ /H ^ A 

The Canada Pension Plan Investment Board and U.K.-based Hammerson 

PLC have teamed up to buy a shopping mall in Scotland for about $505 million, the Canadian press 


A possible silver 
lining for H1N1 flu 

Outbreak may spur benefits for future vaccines: Experts 


When you think of a flu 
pandemic, the images that 
come to mind are of peo¬ 
ple sick and people dying. 

But influenza experts 
quietly admit there may be 
a silver lining — or several 
— to the H1N1 pandemic 
that erupted this year. Not 
just in the event itself, 
which was milder than 
feared, but also in the viral 
legacy it may leave. 

In the wake of this pan¬ 
demic, flu vaccine could be 
easier to make or could 
cover more targets. A 
tricky problem of drug re¬ 
sistance could disappear. 
And the toll influenza 
takes on the elderly could 
conceivably ease, at least 


Optimism 

• Their optimism is in large 
part fuelled by a phenome¬ 
non known as viral replace¬ 
ment which has been seen 
in previous pandemics, or at 
least the three that have 
been studied using modern 
laboratory techniques. In 
simple terms, during the 
pandemics of the 20th cen¬ 
tury — 1918,1957 and 1968 
— the new virus snuffed out 
its viral predecessor. 

for awhile. 

Before going too far 
down What-If Road, how¬ 
ever, it’s important to note 
that predicting influenza’s 


path is a mug’s game. The 
longer people study it, the 
less likely they are to try to 
guess what influenza virus¬ 
es may do. 

“I don’t know — right 
now everything’s a possi¬ 
bility as far as I’m con¬ 
cerned,” Dr. Michael Oster- 
holm, director of the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota’s Cen¬ 
ter for Infectious Diseases 
Research and Policy, cau¬ 
tions when asked about 
what the flu landscape 
might look like in the af¬ 
termath of this pandemic. 

Still, even experts who 
share that understanding 
are thinking about some 
possibilities. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


B.C. Something to keep your mind off seal hunts 



Department of Fisheries and Oceans staff from the SARA Marine Mammal Response Program suc¬ 
cessfully disentangled rope from a 500 kilogram Stellar sea lion near Race Rocks off Victoria, B.C. 
on Thursday and freed the animal. The rope was entangled around the sea lion’s flipper and was 
tethered to a large rock, severely restricting the animal’s movements. 


No plans to talk 
over NB Power buy 


Natives protest 
Olympic torch 

Vancouver 2010 Aboriginal 
protesters vowing to stop 
the Olympic torch from 
entering their southern 
Ontario reserve gathered 
at the Six Nations bound¬ 
ary line yesterday. 

Some 20 vehicles were 
parked on the side of the 
road leading into the 
reserve and protesters are 
flying both Mohawk War¬ 
rior and Iroquois Confed¬ 
eracy flags. The protesters 
said the Olympic flame 
has no place on native 
land. Six Nations leaders 
who support the torch run 
had planned to hold a re¬ 
lay through the reserve 
but switched gears yester¬ 
day. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


energy The Quebec govern¬ 
ment says it has no plans 
to renegotiate a deal to 
buy New Brunswick’s pow¬ 
er utility. 

Natural Resources Minis¬ 
ter Nathalie Normandeau 
says renegotiating is not 
on Quebec’s radar screen 
— because an agreement 
has already been ham¬ 
mered out. 

She made the comments 
yesterday after a cabinet 
meeting in Quebec City. 

Those remarks appear to 
pour cold water on the sug¬ 
gestion, coming out of 
New Brunswick, that the 


deal is somehow still a 
work in progress. 

The New Brunswick gov¬ 
ernment has come under 
intense political fire over 
its plan to sell the assets of 
NB Power for almost $4.8 
billion. 

That government has de¬ 
fended the sale by saying 
the money will help the 
province make invest¬ 
ments in areas like educa¬ 
tion that will lead to a 
more prosperous future 
for New Brunswick. 

But critics have called it 
a sellout of key assets. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


STOREWIDE SALE 



BAUBLES 
& BLING 


Add some flash & a little sparkle 
with the gift of fine jewelleiy 
that’s sure to make her swoon. 


Reg. $1845 

Sale $922.50 


Reg. $780 Reg. $995 

Sale $390 Sale $497.50 


50% OFF 

10 KT., 14 KT. & 18 KT. gold, diamond, 
gemstone, cubic zirconia 
& cultured pearl jewellery 


Shown: 


Collection 


Off our regular prices. 

Excludes Everyday Bay Value items, Manufacturers’ Specials, EFFY™ Last Call & Red Tag. 


Selection varies by store, while quantities last. 


December 22nd until December 24th 
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New court date for relative in murder case 

A 29-year-old man accused of murdering his 16-year-old female cousin in northern New Brunswick had his court date moved to Jan. 18. 
Hilary Bonnell's body was found after she attended a house party in September on the Esgenoopetitj First Nation, the Canadian press 


Toronto 18 treated to technology 

Terror suspects given more laptop, TV access than norm in jail: Guards 


Two correctional staff at 
the detention centre that 
has been housing some of 
the Toronto 18 terror sus¬ 
pects say they have been 
treated better than most 
inmates. 

The Maplehurst deten¬ 
tion centre correctional 
officer and supervisor 


were testi¬ 
fying yes¬ 
terday at 
the sentenc¬ 
ing hearing 
for Saad 
Gaya. 

Gaya, 22, Saad Gaya 
was among 

18 people arrested in June 


2006 in a massive terror 
plot and is one of four of 
those people to plead 
guilty. 

The corrections staff 
told court yesterday that 
since a segregation order 
was lifted in June 2007 
the 10 men jailed there 
have been treated better 


than other detention cen¬ 
tre inmates. 

They say special accom¬ 
modations were made for 
the men’s Muslim faith. 

In addition, staff said 
that they have better TV 
access and have laptops in 
their cells due to a court 
order that they have 24- 


hour access to evidence in 
their cases. 

The officers also testi¬ 
fied that Gaya was very re¬ 
spectful, well-behaved 
and sometimes led prayer 
services for his co-accused 
when an imam wasn’t 
available. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


IOC, police seek 
anti-doping deal 

winter games Internation¬ 
al Olympic officials are try¬ 
ing to reach an agreement 
with Canadian law 
enforcement authorities 
on combating 
performance-enhancing 
drugs at the Winter Games 
in Vancouver. The two 
sides have not finalized 
terms of an anti-doping 
strategy for the Feb. 12-28 
Games. the Canadian press 





Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m. - Family & 

Children’s Eucharist 

10:00 p.m. - Traditional Choral 

Eucharist 


www.firstbaptisthalifax.org 


Presbyterian Church 
of Saint David 

Join us for our Christmas Eve 
Candle Light Service: at 7:00pm 

423-1944 • Saintdavids.ca 
(next to Spring Garden Public Library) 


222 Sackville Drive, Lower Sackville (902) 864^5553 

* * www.rockchurch.ca * 


JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF 
GOD’S GIFT OF LOVE IN CHRIST 


First baptist 
Church Halifax 

1300 Oxford Street 
(near South) 


Cornwallis and Brunswick Street 


Friday, December 25th 
Christmas Day 

10:30 am Choral Holy 
Communion 


Sunday, December 27th 
The Feast of St. John the Apostle 
& Evangelist, and The First 
Sunday after Christmas 

5:00 pm Choral Evensong, 
Music by Stanford, Guerrero 
and Palestrina 

This service will be followed by the 
annual Christmas Party in the 
Parish Hall with carol singing, 
mulled wine, seasonal goodies and 
the odd French hen. 


Sunday, January 3rd 
The Second Sunday after 
Christmas 

5:00 pm A Candlelight Service of 
Nine Lessons & Carols 
Music by Leighton, Willcocks, 
Tavener and others 
This service will be followed by a 
Champagne Reception in the Parish 
Hall hosted by the Choir. 


Wednesday, January 6th 
The Epiphany of Our Lord 

7:30 pm Choral Holy 
Communion, Preacher: The Rev'd 
Dr. Paul Friesen, Rector of St. 
Paul's, Halifax Music by Byrd, 
Lassus and Warlock 




www.roundchurch.ca 


CHRISTMAS EVE: 11pm Communion Service 

A Gift for You to Open - Rev. John E. Boyd 
Candlelight, Carols, Quiet Reflection 


SUNDAY SERVICES 10:30AM 

Sunday December 27: Christmas 1 

Christ is With Us - A Message for Life 
Now What? - Rev. Nelson A. Metcalfe 
Seasonal Choral Music each Sunday 


The Music and Message 
of the Season 
at 4:30 P.M. 
or 7:00 P.M. 


SAINT MARY'S 

CATHEDRAL 

BASILICA 


CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Christmas Eve 

7:00pm with carols at 6:30pm 
12 Midnight with carols at 11:30pm 


Christmas Day 

10:30am with carols at 10:00am 


December 26th 

12:15pm Mass 
4:00pm (anticipated Mass) 


New Year’s Masses 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 


New Year’s Eve 
4:00pm (anticipated Mass) 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10pm - Midnight 


e§? SPECIAL SERVICES Vp 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 4:00pm 

Featuring the participation of children and families 


Christmas Day 

10:30 a.m. - Holy Communion 
(said BAS) 


New Years Eve 

6:30 p.m. - Holy Communion 
(Chapel) 


New Year’s Day 
10:00am Mass 
Archbishop’s Levee 
11:00am - 12:00pm 
St. Mary s Church Hall 










































For 25 years, proudly Canadian. 4fr 



With \nterac by your side, shopping worry-free means more than simply enjoying ready access to your money. In the 
unlikely event that you experience fraud, you can also count on total loss protection*. So whatever you’re looking to 
buy, shop easy. And remember, if you have a chip card, insert it first, rather than swiping it, and always protect your PIN. 

Whether you’re paying in-store, getting cash at an ABM or shopping online, this holiday season we’ve got you covered. Everyday Simpiy T 


* Protection applies to losses resulting from circumstances beyond your control. Some conditions apply. Read more about Interac’sZero Liability Policy at interac.ca. 
® The Interac logo, the armoured truck design and “Everyday Simply” are Trade-marks of Interac Inc. Used under licence. 
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Crime down across the board in U.S. 

The FBI says the number of murders fell 10 per cent across the United States in the first half of 2009. Overall violent crimes fell by 4.4 per cent, and property crimes also 
dropped, by 6.1 per cent. Car thefts dropped significantly as well, falling nearly 19 per cent and continuing a sharp downward trend in that category, the associated press 


World 



Olmert pleads not guilty 

Former Israeli prime minister Ehud Olmert, left, is pleading not guilty to charges of 
illegally accepting funds from an American supporter and double-billing Jewish groups 
for trips abroad. The accusations relate to offences allegedly committed during Olmert’s 
time as Jerusalem mayor and cabinet minister, but emerged when he was 
prime minister. He eventually resigned over the allegations. the associated press 


Israel One for a thousand 



Noam Schalit, father of captured Israeli soldier Gilad Schalit, stands next to 
cardboard cut-outs of his son in Jerusalem yesterday. Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu and his top ministers debated whether to approve an 
emotionally charged deal to trade 1,000 Palestinian prisoners for an Israeli sol¬ 
dier held by Gaza militants for more than three years. Scan this barcode 
for the full article or go to metronews.ca/world 



UN head encouraged by accord 


F^^inniotperfectanhin!me^utit 

I was a ver y im P° rtant an d very 
significant step forward.” 

BUT 1 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 


climate change United Na¬ 
tions Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon yesterday defend¬ 
ed the results of the Copen¬ 
hagen climate change talks 
as a significant step toward 
a binding agreement on re¬ 
ducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

He made the comments 
to reporters in response to 
criticism from world lead¬ 
ers that the process was 
flawed. Coming up with an 
accord member states could 
agree on was “quite diffi¬ 
cult,” Ban said, but he said 


he was encouraged by the 
results. 

“It is not perfect at this 
time, but it was a very im¬ 
portant and very significant 
step forward,” he said. 

The Copenhagen accord, 
put forward by a U.S.-led 
group of five nations, rec¬ 
ognizes that an increase in 


global temperature should 
be kept to two degrees Cel¬ 
sius — the threshold that 
UN scientists say is needed 
to avert serious climate 
change. But the accord is 
not legally binding and has 
no long-term global targets 
for emissions cuts. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Drop off a new or used blanket/comforter to Simmons Mattress 
Gallery, and we will donate them to Adsum House shelter for 
women and children, and Metro Turning Point shelter for men. 


Help spread the word so we can help spread some warmth! 



(902) 450 0233 

172 Chain Lake Dr, 

Bayers Lake 

Have a safe, warm & happy Holiday Season! 

Accepting donations until Mid - January. 


(902) 435 5119 

Corner Wright Ave & Garland Ave, 
Burnside 
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Critical hurdle cleared 
for U.S. health care 


U.S. President Barack 
Obama scored a major 
victory on his top domes¬ 
tic issue as Senate 
Democrats narrowly pre¬ 
vailed on a procedural 
vote yesterday backing 
his plan to overhaul 
America’s health care 
system. 

The vote all but ensures 
that the Senate will ap¬ 
prove a bill extending 
health care to 30 million 
uninsured Americans be¬ 
fore Christmas. But the fi¬ 
nal outcome remains un¬ 
predictable because the 
Senate measure must be 
reconciled with a starkly 
different bill already 
passed by the House of 
Representatives. 

That is likely the most 
difficult step in the legisla¬ 
tive process. 

In yesterday’s vote, all 58 
Democrats and the Sen¬ 
ate’s two independents 
held together against 
unanimous Republican op¬ 
position, providing the ex¬ 
act 60-40 margin needed to 


What's next 

• Two more procedural votes 
await the Senate, each 
requiring 60 votes, the first 
of these set for this morning. 
Final passage of the bill 

shut down Republicans’ 
threat to stall a vote. 

Obama later called the 
vote “a big victory for the 
American people,” adding 
that it will make a 
“tremendous difference for 
families, for seniors, for 
businesses and for the 
country as a whole.” 

The vote came shortly af¬ 
ter 1 a.m. with the U.S. cap¬ 
ital blanketed in snow. The 
unusual timing was neces¬ 
sary to permit a final Sen¬ 
ate vote by Christmas Eve 
on Thursday, even if Re¬ 
publicans stretch out the 
debate as much as the 
rules allow. 

Obama’s oft-stated goal 
of a bipartisan health bill 
was not met, despite the 
president’s extensive 


requires a simple majority, 
and that vote could come as 
late as Thursday evening or 
tomorrow if Republicans 
agree. 

courtship of moderate Sen¬ 
ator Olympia Snowe, the 
only Republican to support 
the bill in committee. 

Even so, the vote repre¬ 
sented a major victory for 
Democrats and Obama, 
who’s now clearly in reach 
of passing legislation ex¬ 
tending health coverage to 
nearly all Americans, a 
goal that’s eluded a succes¬ 
sion of past presidents. 

The legislation would 
make health insurance 
mandatory for the first 
time for nearly everyone, 
provide subsidies to help 
lower-income people buy 
it, and induce employers to 
provide it with tax breaks 
for small businesses and 
penalties for larger ones. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Student pleads 
guilty in 
decapitation 

vi rg 1 n 1 a A former Virginia 
Tech student accused of de¬ 
capitating another student 
at a campus eatery pleaded 
guilty to murder yesterday 
as prosecutors described 
the killer as an obsessed, 
jilted admirer. 

Haiyang Zhu had fallen 
in love with Xin Yang but 
she rejected him, saying 
that she had a boyfriend 
she planned to marry, pros¬ 
ecutors said in revealing a 
motive for the first time. 

Prosecutor Brad Finch de¬ 
scribed the attack in detail, 
noting that Yang suffered 
numerous defensive 
wounds to her hands and 
arms as she tried to fend off 
Zhu and a butcher knife. 
She eventually fell and he 
severed her head. He was 
holding it when police ar¬ 
rived. The killing stunned a 
campus that still had vivid 
memories of the mass slay¬ 
ings in April 2007, when a 
gunman, student Seung- 
Hui Cho, shot 32 people 
and then took his own life. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Cuba Kool concert 



A fan of U.S. band Kool & the Gang shouts during their concert 
in Havana Sunday. The band became one of the few U.S. musi¬ 
cal groups to play in Cuba in recent memory, despite Washing¬ 
ton’s travel restrictions and the island’s communist 
government’s ambivalence toward rock and hip hop. 
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U.K. politicians agree to TV debates 

Britain's three major political parties have agreed to participate in 
an unprecedented series of television debates, the associated press 


metro 

world 13 


Mexico City OKs 
same-sex marriage 


Mexico City lawmakers 
yesterday made the city 
the first in Latin America 
to legalize same-sex mar¬ 
riage, a change that will 
give homosexual couples 
more rights, including al¬ 
lowing them to adopt chil¬ 
dren. 

The bill passed the capi¬ 
tal’s local assembly 39-20 to 
the cheers of supporters 
who yelled: “Yes, we could! 
Yes, we could!” 

Mexico City’s left-led as¬ 
sembly has made several 
decisions unpopular else¬ 
where in this deeply Roman 
Catholic country, including 
legalizing abortion in the 
first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 


Legality 

• Seven countries allow 
gay marriages: Canada, 

Spain, South Africa, 

Sweden, Norway, the 
Netherlands and Belgium. 

U.S. states that permit 
same-sex marriage are 
Iowa, Massachusetts, Ver¬ 
mont, Connecticut and 
New Hampshire. 

That decision sparked a 
backlash, with the majority 
of Mexico’s other 32 states 
enacting legislation declar¬ 
ing life begins at concep¬ 
tion. 

The conservative Nation 


Action Party of President 
Felipe Calderon has vowed 
to challenge the gay mar¬ 
riage law in the courts. 
However, homosexuality is 
increasingly accepted in 
Mexico, with gay couples 
openly holding hands in 
parts of the capital and the 
annual gay pride parade 
drawing tens of thousands. 

The change would allow 
same-sex couples to adopt 
children, apply for bank 
loans together, inherit 
wealth and be included in 
the insurance policies of 
their spouse, rights they 
were denied under civil 
unions allowed in the city. 
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Iran Paying respects to Montazeri 


Two pro-reform Iranian women attend the funeral ceremony of Grand Ayatollah Hossein Ali Mon¬ 
tazeri, the spiritual father of Iran’s reform movement, as they wear green headbands, the symbol¬ 
ic colour of Iranian opposition, in the holy city of Qom yesterday. Montazeri, who died Sunday at 
the age of 87, was a key figure in the 1979 Islamic Revolution who later accused his fellow clerical 
leaders of imposing dictatorship in the name of Islam. 


Concerns follow Chinese envoy 


Taiwan A senior Chinese 
envoy’s visit to Taiwan for 
trade talks has sparked a 
backlash among critics 
who fear the Taiwanese 
government’s China-friend¬ 
ly policies are opening the 
door to eventual unifica¬ 
tion with the mainland. 

Chen Yun-lin flew yester¬ 
day from Beijing to the cen¬ 
tral Taiwanese city of 
Taichung a day after tens of 
thousands of pro-indepen¬ 
dence demonstrators 
marched through its streets 
to protest President Ma 
Ying-jeou’s push to link the 
island’s economy ever clos¬ 
er to China’s. 

Many of the protesters 
view Chen as the spear¬ 
head for communist Bei¬ 
jing’s proclaimed policy of 
uniting Taiwan with the 
mainland — the core of its 
Taiwan approach since the 


sides split amid civil war in 
1949. They see Ma’s policies 
as endangering Taiwan’s 
sovereignty and its hard- 
won democracy. 

Since taking office in 
May 2008, Harvard-educat¬ 
ed Ma has eased tensions to 
their lowest level in 60 
years, turning his back on 
predecessor Chen Shui- 
Bian’s pro-independence 
policies. 

Shortly after his arrival in 
Taichung, Chen Yun-lin ac¬ 
knowledged the progress 
the sides had already made 
and said he hopes that fur¬ 
ther gains can be made. 

“History has proved and 
will prove that the two 
sides of the Strait are 
marching ahead on the 
right path,”he said. “We 
want to move down the 
road of peace.” 
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Obama: I got 
the flu shot 

Washington U.S. President 
Barack Obama and first la¬ 
dy Michelle Obama have re¬ 
ceived their H1N1 flu shots. 
Obama said yesterday that 
he and his wife “just got 
the shots.” A White House 
official later said Obama 
was vaccinated at the 
White House on Sunday 
and that Mrs. Obama was 
vaccinated a few days earli¬ 
er. The president also 
encouraged everyone to get 
vaccinated against the 
H1N1 strain of flu now that 
the vaccine is available to 
the public. “I think people 
just need to understand if I 
had the two people that are 
most important in my life, 
my two daughters, get it 
right away... then you need 
to make sure your children 
get it as well,” he said. 
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Nazareth Walking with Jesus 



Rev. Jack Karam is seen yesterday at the excavation site of the 
first dwelling in Nazareth that can be dated back to the time of 
Jesus. Remains of a wall, a hideout and a cistern were found 
under an old convent courtyard in the northern Israeli city. 


UN blames 
Guinean chief 
for murders 


UN investigators say there 
is sufficient reason to be¬ 
lieve that Guinea's wound¬ 
ed junta leader is directly 
responsible for the mass 
killings and rapes of pro¬ 
testers in September, 
which they consider 
crimes against humanity, 
a diplomat said yesterday. 

The UN investigators al¬ 
so concluded that there 
are reasonable grounds to 
suspect that junta leader 
Capt. Moussa (Dadis) Ca¬ 
mara, along with the army 
officer who shot Camara in 
a dispute on Dec. 3 and 
Guinea’s anti-drug chief, 
bears “individual criminal 
responsibility” for the 
events of Sept. 28. 

A 60-page report, in 
French, was transmitted to 
the UN Security Council, 
Guinea’s government, the 
African Union and the Eco¬ 
nomic Community of West 
African States this week¬ 
end. Its contents were first 
reported by Le Monde, the 
French daily newspaper. 

The three-member UN 
commission, which inter¬ 
viewed 700 people to reach 
its findings, recommended 


Massacre 

• On Sept. 28, soldiers loyal 
to Guinea's military ruler 
sealed off the exits of the 
national football stadium, 
where tens of thousands of 
protesters had gathered. 
Troops entered and fired 
assault rifles, spraying bul¬ 
lets into the crowd. A UN 
commission has concluded 
that 156 people died. 

that the International 
Criminal Court investigate 
those believed responsible 
for the killings, the Securi¬ 
ty Council diplomat said, 
speaking anonymously. 

The report said 156 peo¬ 
ple died in the incident. 
The commission also said 
at least 109 women or girls 
were victims of rape and 
sexual mutilation, while 
others suffered “cruel and 
degrading treatment,” and 
dozens of people were ar¬ 
rested or arbitrarily de¬ 
tained in military camps. 

The junta has insisted 
only 57 people died and 
has denied rapes occurred. 
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in savings 
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Man gets 12 years 
for killing rare tiger 

china A court has sent¬ 
enced a man to 12 years in 
jail for killing a rare tiger in 
southwestern China. The 
official Xinhua News 
Agency said the court also 
ordered Kang Wannian to 
pay a fine of 100,000 yuan 
($15,500), plus 480,000 
yuan for state economic 
losses. Kang said he shot 
the animal after dark and 
did not know it was an en¬ 
dangered Indochinese tiger. 
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Pope recalls trip to 
Flolocaust memorial 

sainthood Pope Benedict 
XVI yesterday recalled a 
visit to Israel’s Holocaust 
memorial as a disturbing 
encounter with hatred. 

The Pope spoke days after 
angering Jewish groups by 
moving the controversial 
Second World War-era 
pope, Pius XII, a step clos¬ 
er to sainthood. Pius has 
been criticized for not 
speaking out during the 
Holocaust. 
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A leader on the high road 




t long last the 
United States will 
get a semblance 
of a decent 
health-care sys¬ 
tem. Barring some unfore¬ 
seen reversal, U.S. President 
Barack Obama’s reform 
package will receive final 
approval next month. 

It’s far from ideal. There 
is no public option for ex¬ 
ample. But it’s a major step 
forward after decades of re¬ 
peated failed attempts. 

This, along with the 
steadying of the American 
economy after its near col¬ 
lapse, will mark the most 
significant achievement of 
the first year in office for 
Obama. Many anticipated 



more from him. Following 
the years of regressiveness 
under former U.S. president 
George W. Bush, his expec¬ 
tations were enormous. But 
he has shown himself to be 
more of a middle-of-the- 
road compromiser than a 
reformer. 

This was particularly evi¬ 
dent in his decision 
to escalate the 
war in 

Afghanistan. 

In the elec¬ 
tion cam¬ 
paign he 
had spoken 
of moving 
America away 
from the post 9- 
11 fear mentali¬ 
ty. The idea was 
that the most 
powerful 
mili¬ 
tary 
na¬ 
tion 
in 
the 


world would no longer be 
held hostage to little bands 
of terrorists hiding away in 
mountains. Yet though no 
one has laid a glove on the 
United States in eight years, 
the fear of what extremists 
might do was at the heart of 
the Afghan escalation. 

Terrorism will be around 
forever. If they’re not in 
Afghanistan or Pakistan 
you’ll find them in North 
Africa or somewhere 
else. Until the American 
attitude changes, there 
will be no end to wars. 
Politicians will always 
be able to concoct a ter¬ 
rorist-attack scenario, as 
they do now. Obama was 
under heavy pressure 
from the le¬ 
gions on 
the 

Ameri¬ 
can 
right, 
now 
led by 
hillbil¬ 
ly 


Sarah Palin, who makes 
even Bush sound erudite. 
Had he not opted for more 
war, they would have pillo¬ 
ried him. 

While the results of his 
first year have been mixed, 
it is still enormously com¬ 
forting to have Barack Oba¬ 
ma in place as the world’s 
most powerful man. 
Watching him, you can see 
a calm and balanced and en¬ 
lightened mind at work, a 
president with a global per¬ 
spective who views the 
world without prejudice. 

What a beautiful contrast 
this represents as compared 
to the narrow-minded con- 
frontationalism of his pred¬ 
ecessors. Unlike so many 
other leaders whose smaller 
minds are steeped in com¬ 
bat-politics, Barack Obama 
is one who is on the high 
road and who will stay 
there. 


Lawrence Martin is a journalist and 
author of 10 books who writes about 
national affairs from Ottawa. 
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So much for the jobless re¬ 
covery. After scores of wor¬ 
risome stories grousing that 
part-time jobs far too often 
replace full-time positions, 
and that an economic turn¬ 
around would fail to dent 
unemployment, Statistics 
Canada had some good 
news. It reported that 
79,000 jobs were added in 
the month of November, al¬ 
most half of which were 
full-time positions. Even the 
ravaged Ontario economy 
managed to add 27,000 
jobs, the province’s best 
monthly gain since Septem¬ 
ber of 2008. Canada is hard¬ 
ly out of the woods — we’re 


of the jobless woods yet 


still 321,000 jobs shy of em¬ 
ployment levels before the 
onset of recession — but 
the job picture is brighten¬ 
ing the way it always does 
when the cycle turns up. 
Employers actually hire 
more people. 

Then again, look at what 
they’re being 
hired to do. 1 


The long-term We’re Still 321, 000 

trend in this jobs Shy of 

healthy, £ employment levels 
not, depend- before the onset of 

ing on your recession. 

point of view. 

More than 92 per cent of 
the jobs added in November 
were in the service sector. 

Roughly 78 per cent of the 
16.9 million people now 
employed in Canada per¬ 
form services rather than 
producing goods, up from 
75 per cent five years ago. 

The major service cate¬ 
gories in descending order 
of importance: Wholesale 


and retail trade; health care 
and social assistance; educa¬ 
tional services; professional, 
scientific and technical 
services; and financial serv¬ 
ices. In the past year, the 
service sector has added 
38,000 jobs. And over the 
past five years, the total 
number of 
■ service sector 
jobs has 
grown by 
nearly nine 
per cent. 

The goods 
producing sec¬ 
tor is a differ¬ 
ent story. If the Pythons 
were mocking Canada to¬ 


day, they’d be singing about 
lingerie salesmen instead of 
lumberjacks. In all, there are 
nearly eight per cent fewer 
goods producing jobs than 
there were five years ago. 
More than 295,000 goods 
producing jobs were lost in 
the year ended in November, 
with more than half of the 


cuts coming in manufactur¬ 
ing. Major job losses have al¬ 
so been felt in construction 
and natural resources, in the 
latter instance most recently 
in Timmins, Ont. 

There are several reasons 
for our inexorable drift to a 
service economy, including 
globalization (the Chinese 
and others just make things 
more cheaply than we can), 
shifting commodity prices, 
and the general economic 
cycle. And at least we can 
console ourselves with the 
fact that it will be a private- 
sector-dominated service 
economy. The private sec¬ 
tor, including company em¬ 
ployees and the self-em¬ 
ployed, accounts for about 
80 per cent of total employ¬ 
ment in Canada, only mar¬ 
ginally less than it did five 
years ago. 


Charles Davies is a veteran business writer 
who has worked for Canadian and 
international news organizations. 
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Dutch authorities seek to unravel 
mystery of young sailor's voyage 


Her dream of becoming the 
youngest person to sail solo 
around the world shattered 
and under scrutiny over her 
quest, Dutch teenager Laura 
Dekker ran away from 
home — to the Caribbean 
5,000 miles away. 

Two days after she was re¬ 
ported missing, police man¬ 
aged to track the 14-year-old 
girl down on the island of 
St. Maarten. 

Police and child 
care authorities were 
working Monday to 
uncover how exactly 
Laura got there and 
why she fled, as a 
family spokeswoman 
speculated the pres¬ 
sure of a court battle 
over the attempt had 
gotten to her. 

It remained unclear if she 
had any plans to use the is¬ 
land, half of which is part of 
the Netherlands Antilles, as 
a start point for a sailing 
voyage. 

She made international 
headlines in August when a 
court temporarily blocked 
her bid to set sail alone 
around the world in her 
eight-metre yacht Guppy. 

If Laura were to get per¬ 
mission to set off on the 
voyage and successfully 


complete it, she would 
break a record set this year 
by 17-year-old Mike Perham 
of Britain, who sailed 
45,000 kilometres around 
the world in nine months. 

A 16-year-old Australian 
girl, Jessica Watson, is cur¬ 
rently trying to beat Per¬ 
ham’s record. 

Utrecht District Court 
ruled in October Laura was 
too inexperienced for 
the marathon voy¬ 
age. Judges sent her 
home to live with her 
divorced father and 
appointed a tempo¬ 
rary guardian to en¬ 
sure she did not set 
off on the voyage. 
They urged her to 
make better prepara¬ 
tions and said they would re¬ 
consider her case in July. 

In recent weeks she had 
been feeling drained by the 
pressure, said family spokes¬ 
woman Marislca Woertman. 

Laura was expected to ar¬ 
rive back in the Nether¬ 
lands on a flight early today 
police spokesman Bernhard 
Jens said. Police will then 
ask her how she managed 
to slip out of the country 
last week and whether any¬ 
body helped her. 
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Laura Dekker 
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2010 PONTIAC G5 SE 
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Freight not included 



CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 
POWER DOOR LOCKS 
HP/TORQUE 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 


2010 PONTIAC 

G5SE 


$14,369** 


$15,849* 



Not Available 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


138/136 


5-yea r/160,000 km 


5-year/100,000 km 


$15,990* 


Standard 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


Not Available 


140/128 


5-year/100,000 km 


INCLUDES $1,000° HOLIDAY BONUS! 


2010 PONTIAC G3 WAVE 


With More than $2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


tt Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 G5 SE (2AL69/2AL37 
ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX).** Vehicle specification and purchase price 
according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 



5-DOOR 

INCLUDES: 

• Peppy 1.6L 4 Cylinder Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback 
& iPod® Audio Input Jack 

• Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster 

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat 

• Fog Lamps 

• Plus More! 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$ 10,949 


r J 

Freight not included 




BI-WEEKLY 

with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


INCLUDES $1,000 G HOLIDAY BONUS! 


0 


%• 

OR ASK ABOUT \J PURCHASE 
FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL MARITIME PONTIAC • BUICK • CMC I 
DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT 


MSSSSSSSSSSSI3HCA 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

C YFAPQ • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
y_ ■ • ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

160,000 KM -COURTESYTRANSPORTATION 
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GM picks Microsoft CFO to run finances 

General Motors Co. has hired an outsider to run its troubled finance operations, bringing in the chief financial officer of 
Microsoft Corp. Chris Liddell will join GM next year, GM CEO Ed Whitacre Jr. said in a statement yesterday, the associated press 



EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZArftMETRONEWS.CA 


Caution on housing urged 


Hints by Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty that Ottawa 
may tighten mortgage eli¬ 
gibility rules to avert a 
possible housing bubble 
sent ripples through the 
industry yesterday, with 
analysts urging a cautious 
approach to avoid damag¬ 
ing the economy. 

“The main risk here is 
overshooting, over-re¬ 
sponding and basically 
shutting down or slowing 
down significantly the 
housing market,” CIBC 
senior economist Ben¬ 


jamin Tal said in an inter¬ 
view. 

“That is a risk they have 
to take into account, be¬ 
cause the housing market 
is a major, major contribu¬ 
tor to overall economic 
growth and we are still in a 
very fragile state of the re¬ 
covery.” 

Tal was reacting to a 
taped interview with CTV 
to be broadcast next week¬ 
end in which Flaherty said 
the government is worried 
Canadians may be taking 
on too much debt because 


of historically low interest 
rates and could get into 
trouble when rates in¬ 
evitably rise to historical 

levels. THE CANADIAN PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 



Banks are being criticized for not lend¬ 
ing, even after some have 
received hefty bailouts. However, 
some say trading, not lending, is the 
better economic fix for now. Scan this 
barcode for the full story or go to 
metronews.ca/business. 





■ 




WE SEE WHAT MOST DON’T 


We see the heartbreaking effects of poverty, homelessness, 

abuse and addiction every day. Last year in Canada, The Civir 

Salvation Army served 2.5 million meals to the hungry, | HopG 

helped 10,000 people with addictions and provided one TodcT 

third of all shelter beds each night. This Christmas we ask 
you to open your eyes and your heart. And give. 


SalvationArmy.ca ~ 1.800.SAL.ARMY 


Shock jock Stem threatens 



In this Dec. 18 file photo, radio host Howard Stern, left, and his 
wife, Beth Ostrosky, talk while attending an NBA basketball 
game between the New York Knicks and Los Angeles Clippers 
in New York. Stern is threatening to leave Sirius XM Radio Inc. 
now that the shock jock and the satellite radio provider are 
getting set to enter contract talks in 2010. 


Business in brief 


WTO The World Trade 
Organization's top arbitrators 
upheld a ruling that China is 
illegally restricting imports of 
U.S. music, films and books, 
and Washington pushed 


forward with a new case accus¬ 
ing China of manipulating the 
prices for key ingredients in 
steel and aluminum 
production. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Retail sales 
up in October 

rebound Retail sales have 
returned to the levels last 
seen a year ago, when the 
recession began to bite, 
Statistics Canada reported 
yesterday. 

Sales rose 0.8 per cent in 
October from the previous 
month to 
$35.3 bil- 

‘l 0 "- ; he Confident 

eighth - 


gain in 

• The 

10 

Conference 

months. 

Board's 

The au¬ 

consumer con¬ 

to sector, 

fidence index 

especial¬ 

rose 3-7 

ly new 

percentage 

cars, led 

points in 

the 

December after 

rebound. 

two straight 

Exclud¬ 

months of de¬ 

ing this 

cline. 


sector, 

sales actually edged 
down 0.2 per cent in Octo¬ 
ber. 

While automotive sales 
overall grew by three per 
cent from September, new 
car sales rose for a sixth 
consecutive month, gain¬ 
ing 3.6 per cent. 

October was the first 
month this year where the 
value of new car sales was 
higher than in 2008. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


■ I Immigrant Settlement 

I & Integration Services 

(formerly MISA-HILC) 

How to Start a Small Business in Nova Scotia 


Online Workshop for Immigrants 

"Introduction to Business Start-Up" 

Register now for only $10.00 

For information please contact: 

businessonline@isisns.ca 

or register online at: www.isisns.ca 


w. Atlantic Canada Agencede 

cmr/?si /n/• ~ If Opportunities promotion economique 

Ojjunsurtu uy. Hr Agency duCanadaatlantique 

Canada 

/'"'I 11*1 Funded under the Canada- 

vydl ldVlfl Nova Scotia Labour Market Agreement nouvelleecosse 


A*scbi 


NOVA SCOTIA 

NOUVELLE-ECOSSE 

Office of Immigration 
Office de I'immigration 

NOVA?SCbTIA 






































OMG! 

A BlackBerry for $0. 



And an unlimited social networking plan to go with it. 





BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330 

SO 1 I $429.99 

3 year term | No term 

SAVE $429.99 


telusmobility.com 



BlackBerry® Social Plan 2 

$4 0/month 3 

Up to 150 + 100 BONUS local anytime minutes 4 
Unlimited local night and weekend calling (9pm) 
Choose to double your minutes 4 or add unlimited 
nationwide talk & text 5 to your 5 favourite numbers 6 
Unlimited Facebook®, MySpace®, IM 7 and text 5 
No system access fee or carrier 911 fee 




q>U $409.99 

3 year term | No term 

SAVE $409.99 


^Ttelus 

the future is friendly® 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS store, authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 


TELUS STORES & 
AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Amherst 

Town Square Mall 

Antigonish 

C - 3067 Highway 104 

Bedford 

Bedford Place Mall 
Bridgewater 
Bridgewater Mall 
Dartmouth 
Dartmouth Crossing 
Mic Mac Mall 
202 Brownlow Ave. 

Halifax 

Bayers Lake Power Centre 
Halifax Shopping Centre 
Park Lane Mall 
6100 Young St. 

1668 Barrington St. 

740 Bedford Hwy. W 
799 Sackville Dr. 

New Glasgow 
263 Jury St. 

New Minas 
County Fair Mall 
Port Hawkesbury 
Port Hawkesbury 
Shopping Centre 
Sydney 
Mayflower Mall 
337 Welton St. 

Truro 

Truro Mall 

Windsor 

Fort Edward Mall 

Yarmouth 

Yarmouth Mall 

NEWFOUNDLAND LABRADOR 


Carbonear 

Trinity Conception Square 

Clarenville 

Random Square Mall 

Corner Brook 

Corner Brook Plaza 
69 Broadway Rd. 

Gander 

Gander Mall 

Grand Falls-Windsor 

Exploits Valley Mall 

Marystown 

Peninsula Mall 

St. John’s/Mount Pearl 

Avalon Mall 

The Village Shopping Centre 
336 Freshwater Rd. 

55 Kelsey Dr. 

35 Stavanger Dr. 

NEW BRUNSWICK 


Bathurst 

Place Bathurst Mall 

Campbellton 

Sugarloaf Mall 

Edmundston 

121 rue de L’Eglise 

Fredericton 
Regent Mall 

Grand Falls 

Grand Falls Shopping Centre 

Miramichi 

Bridgeview Plaza 

Moncton 

Wheeler Park Power Centre 
Champlain Place 
Lounsbury Plaza 
Saint John 
McAllister Place 
Lancaster Mall 
Shippagan 

242 Boul. J.D. Gauthier 

Tracadie-Sheila 

3379 rue Principale 

Woodstock 

Carleton Mall 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
Charlottetown 
Charlottetown Mall 
393 University Ave. 
Summerside 
County Fair Mall 


Walmart 


(1) Offers available until December 31,2009, unless otherwise stated for new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a Smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater, or on a BlackBerry Social or BlackBerry Email & IM rate plan. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves 
the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. (2) Does not include: access to the Internet, including without limitation through the TELUS WAP gateway the ability to send or receive email; and access to any other social networking service or instant messaging service (including, without limitation, to 
any web-based version of the included social networking services or instant messaging services). This package cannot be combined with any other data plan and is only available for BlackBerry smartphones. (3) Taxes, long distance, additional airtime, roaming and pay-per-use charges are extra per member. Plus applicable municipal tax for 
911 in Nova Scotia (430), P.E.I. (500), New Brunswick (530) and Saskatchewan (380). (4) BONUS minute offer is available on a 1,2 or 3 year service agreement until December 31,2009. BONUS minutes are not doubled when the client chooses double anytime minutes feature. (5) Premium messages are not included. An additional 100 charge 
will apply for each text message or attachment sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Text messages sent or received while roaming internationally will be charged at 600 per message. (6) Your five numbers must be Canadian domestic numbers and must not include your own TELUS mobile phone number, your voice mail retrieval number, 
toll-free or 900 numbers. Nationwide talk & text refers to local and Canadian long distance calls made to or received from your mobile phone and are subject to additional roaming and/or international charges. Text messages can only be sent and received from other mobile phones and are subject to roaming and international charges. 
Selected picture and video messaging capable phones are required. You may change the five numbers once per billing cycle by visiting telusmobility.com. (7) Unlimited instant messaging available on BlackBerry Messenger and Windows Live Messenger only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $3/MB. Data used while roaming 
outside Canada and the U.S. is charged at $25/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Additional voice roaming charges may apply outside Canada. Video telephony calls are charged at 350 per minute, available on select devices. Additional fees may apply for servicing operations, such as phone swaps 
or reprogramming on existing accounts. Directory Assistance 411 charge: $2. Bates and offers are effective until December 31,2009, and are subject to change without notice. Visit telusmobility.com to confirm our latest offers. TELUS, the TELUS logo, telusmobility.com and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used 
under licence. BlackBerrv. RIM®. Research In Motion® and related trademarks, names and loaos are the DroDertv of Research In Motion Limited and are reaistered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Facebook is a reaistered trademark of Facebook. Inc. MvSoace is a trademark of News Coraoration. © 2009 TELUS. 
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Interest rates/Savings accounts (Please check bank websites as some rates require minimum account balance) 


I BMO I 

1 CIBC | 

I HSBC 

I ICICI I 

I ING I PCF I RBC I SBIC 1 

I Scotia I 

1 TD 1 

1.00%1 

1 0.75% | 

| 0.65% 

II 1.20% 1 

| 1.20% 1.00% || 0.75% 1.25% 

| 1.00% | 

1 0.75% 1 


Your Money 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 


HiSAVE S avings Account 


^Apply online : © icicibank.ca j 


O ICICI Bank 



Limit spending to cash 


MoneyMatters 


Henry 
Choo 
Chong 

metronews.ca/moneymatters 


E l plan to use my 
credit card to get 
me through this 
holiday season. Will the 
new credit card legislation 
reduce my interest rate or 
my ability to apply for 
more cards? 

— Sondeep 


Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty has 
proposed sweeping 
changes for credit card is¬ 
suers. However, there are 
no provisions to force is¬ 
suers to reduce the interest 
rate charged. You can apply 



to as many issuers as you 
deem appropriate, but that 
is not recommended, as it 
can work against your rat¬ 
ing. You should have no 
more than one or two cards. 

Using credit to finance 
your holiday season is not 
a good idea. Many Canadi¬ 
ans fall into debt in De¬ 
cember and carry balances 
on their credit cards that 
haunt them past Canada 
Day. For the holiday sea¬ 
son, limit your spending to 
the cash in the bank. 

Some of the changes Fla¬ 
herty will introduce: 

• Minimum 21-day inter¬ 
est-free period. 

• Statements must give 
clear indication of how 
long it will take to pay off 
balances, if monthly mini¬ 
mum payments made. 


Henry Choo Chong, CGA, can be reached at 
choochonghcga@yahoo.ca. 


Keep holiday receipts 



metronews.ca/alisononmoney 


AlisonOn 


Alison 
G 


-he whole paper¬ 
less society chatter 
never took into ac¬ 
count the blizzard 
that hits at this 
time of year. Wallets, purs¬ 
es and pockets overflow 
with receipts. Many fraz¬ 
zled shoppers cram them 
into drawers or inadver¬ 
tently toss them in the re¬ 
cycling bin. 

But come Dec. 26 when 
they realize how many re¬ 
turns need to be made, 
they’ll rue not spending a 
bit of time keeping their 
holiday receipts in order. 

My system is ridiculously 
easy. I have one file 
marked Christmas gift re¬ 
ceipts and another marked 
Christmas Purchases Mis¬ 



• During the last days of 
Christmas shopping panic, 
your new best friend is a file 
marked Holiday Receipts. 


early part of January, be¬ 
fore the holiday bills hit 
your mailbox, take an hour 
and add up your gift and 
non-gift purchases. You 
may pat yourself on the 
back for thrift but if you 
broke the bank you’ll have 
a better idea about how 
and where to trim next 
year. 


cellaneous. After I return 
from a shopping trip, 
whether for gifts, food or 
decorations, I pull out 
every receipt and put it in¬ 
to one of the two files. 

For gifts, write the name 
of the person and the 
items on the receipts. 
Tiffany’s diamond ring, 
Dad’s pajamas, Aunt Flo’s 
candle, etc. This is particu¬ 
larly important if 
you tend 
to buy a 
lot of 
presents 
in 
gle 

egory. 

Books 
are al¬ 
ways on 
my list 
and I’m at 
the book¬ 
stores many 
times prior to 
Christmas. 

Even though 
the name of 
the book is on 
the receipt if 


you buy 10 to 15 books, my 
average every year, it’s 
easy to forget who got each 
one. 

There’s another purpose 
in this two-file approach to 
holiday receipts. I’m al¬ 
ways curious — aren’t you? 
— about how much I 
spend every year. Ninety 
per cent of the folks I work 
with on budgeting haven’t 
a clue what they spend 
over the holidays. 

How can you possibly 
create a budget or cut 
back in a given area or at 
a certain time of the 
year if you don’t know 
how much you have 
been spend¬ 
ing? 

In 
the 


Alison Griffiths is a financial journalist, author 
and host of Maxed Out on the W Network. 
Write to her at alison@alisongriffiths.ca. 



Financial planning for same-sex 
couples is different, advisers warn 


Many same-sex couples don’t like to discuss their personal lives 
with financial advisers or they omit crucial details. 


Major inroads have been 
made into broadening the 
rights of same-sex couples 
in Canada, but when it 
comes to financial plan¬ 
ning advisers say impor¬ 
tant differences remain. 

Often it comes down to 
how same-sex couples 
manage their long-term fi¬ 
nancial goals and whether 
they have really addressed 
what would happen if one 
partner was to die without 
the proper estate docu¬ 
ments in place. 

Some lesbian, gay, trans- 
gendered or bisexual indi¬ 
viduals don’t like to discuss 
their personal lives with 
outsiders, or they omit cru¬ 
cial details that could im¬ 
pact their financial futures. 
Examples range from chil¬ 
dren borne from a previous 
relationship to hopes of 
having children in their 
current one. 

Catherine Watson, an es¬ 
tate planning lawyer at 
Boyne Clarke Barristers in 
Halifax, said Canadian cou¬ 
ples typically review their 
finances around the time 
they tie the knot. Those 
triggers are relatively new 
in same-sex relationships, 
since the Canadian govern¬ 
ment only passed the Civil 
Marriage Act in 2005. 

Watson said many same- 
sex couples choose to stay 
in long-term relationships, 
but not marry their part¬ 
ner, which often means 


“As soon as you de¬ 
cide that person is 
the one you care 
about, and you 
want to make sure 
they’re protected... 
that’s when you do 
it.’’ Catherine Watson 

that in-depth financial con¬ 
versations are set aside. 

“It's very important to 
have your documentation 
in place,” Watson said. “As 
soon as you decide that 
person is the one you care 
about, and you want to 
make sure they're protect¬ 
ed... that's when you do it.” 

Watson said one of the 
biggest misconceptions 
same-sex couples make is 
assuming that common 


law relationships fall in 
line with marriages in 
every legal respect. 

From a tax perspective, 
the government treats ben¬ 
efits the same for mar¬ 
riages and common law re¬ 
lationships, but will and 
estate planning is an en¬ 
tirely different thing. 

And some provinces 
treat common-law rela¬ 
tionships differently, such 
as in Nova Scotia, where 
the relationship won’t be 
recognized if the partner 
who dies never established 
a will or power of attorney. 

Watson said unless the 
common-law couple lists 
their partners as benefici¬ 
aries, the government will 
defer the estate to a blood 
relative. Similar laws stand 
in P.E.I. and Quebec. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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CHEVROLET 


UNWRAP 3 

EVEN MOREI-4 


DON’T PAY FIRST 

PAYMENTS! 



WINTER 

TIRES! 2 


2010 CHEVROLET 
COBALT LS 


INCLUDES: 

• 2.2L Ecotec 155 hp Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback & iPod 
Audio Input Jack 

• Driver Information Center 

• Automatic Headlamps 

• Variable Intermittent Wipers 

• Plus More! 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$14289 

Freight not included 



■» 


INCLUDES $ 1000 ° HOLIDAY BONUS 


payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


BI-WEEKLY 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 


OR STEP UP TO THE 

2010 COBALT LT 

515909 


Freight not 
included 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


INCLUDES $1000° HOLIDAY BONUS 

0R ft O* BI-WEEKLY 

t 5 109 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 
POWER DOOR LOCKS 
HP/TORQUE 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


2010 CHEVROLET 

COBALT LT 

2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 2010 HONDA CIVIC 

L SEDAN DX SEDAN 

$15,909** 

$15,849** 

$15,990** 

Standard 

Not Available 

Standard 

Standard 

Optional 

Optional 

Standard 

15" Steel 

15" Steel 

Standard 

Not Available 

Not Available 

Standard 

Standard 

Not Available 

155/150 

138/136 

140/128 

5-year/160,000 km 

5-yea r/100,000 km 

5-yea r/100,000 km 


with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


With More than *2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


tt Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 Cobalt LT 
(1AL69/1AL37 ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX). ** Vehicle specification 
and purchase price according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 


0nin pL|C\/DOI CT A\/Cfl5 INCLUDES:* Peppy 1.GL 4 Cylinder Engine • CD Player with MP3 Playback & 
4U l|J LrlCVKULC I MVCU 3 iPod® Audio Input Jack* Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster • 60/40 Split-Folding 



Rear Seat • Plus More! 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$ 12,149 $85 






Freight not included 


OR OWN IT! 


with $0 down 
payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


BI-WEEKLY 



§2350 


W 


& 


W 


★ ★★★★ FIVE-STAR SAFETY RATING-' INCLUDES $1000 ° HOLIDAY BONUS 


OR ASK ABOUT 


|%* 

I PURCHASE FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


60 DAY SATISFACTION GUARANTEE* 


DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT I 



Canada ♦ 


TOY JOY WENT 

^jj/Star 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

C YFflR^ • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
rv ■ "V,; • ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

160,000 KM ‘COURTESYTRANSPORTATION 

♦WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. EXCLUDES MEDIUM-DUTY TRUCKS. SEE DEALER FOR LIMITED WARRANTY DETAILS. 



CHEVROLET 
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Isnor, Feit earn Sport Nova Scotia honours 

Bedford's Sean Isnor has been named Sport Nova Scotia's male team athlete of the month. The 14-year-old placed third in Ontario 
open judo at the under-17 level in November. Fellow judoka Heidi Feit of New Glasgow earned the female nod. metro Halifax 


Lions coach, players handed suspension 

Halifax Lions head coach Troy Ryan has earned a one-game suspension in the 
aftermath of a brawl in a game against the Amherst Ramblers last Thursday. 

Skaters Ben Clarke, Justin Belanger and Kyle Dilosa earned two-game bans. 

The Ramblers were dealt similar suspensions. metro halifa> 
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A perfect pre-season 

After blowout victory over Vermont, Rainmen stand tall at 3-0 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(ametronews.ca 


The Halifax Rainmen are 
starting to make it look 
easy. 

The Rainmen continued 
to gather steam last night 
as they wrapped up a per¬ 
fect Premier Basketball 
League pre-season with a 
128-83 blowout victory 
over the rival Vermont 
Frost Heaves before a 
crowd of 1,824 at the 
Metro Centre. 

They’re now 3-0 and get¬ 
ting better by the game, 
earning last night’s 45- 
point demolition after a 
four-point come-from- 
behind win over the Man¬ 
chester Millrats on Satur¬ 
day and an 18-point tri¬ 
umph over the Quebec 
Kebs on Sunday. 

“Being 3-0 in the pre-sea¬ 
son is very big, but we 
have to realize it’s just the 
pre-season,” said Rainmen 
veteran Eric Croolcshanlc, 
who had a 10-point, 10-re- 


bound double-double. 

“It’s good to showcase 
our talent but we know 
these teams are going to 
regroup and come back 
strong.” 

It was no __ 


with 14 rebounds and a 
whopping six blocks. 

The pre-season was an 
opportunity for many of 
the team’s key veterans to 
get comfortable in their 


PPG 


• Halifax Rainmen pre¬ 
season points-per-game 
leaders: 


"‘C'S: "Everybody was 
turnees such brought here for a 

as crook- specific reason. If 

shank to put , , , 

the boots to everybody plays 
the new-iook their roles and 
Frost Heaves. p ia ys defence, this 

beaten the team will be 
Rainmen in fighting for a 

games° f the championship.” 

past two sea- Eric Crookshank 
sons. 

Everybody 

got in on the action, with 
eight players hitting dou¬ 
ble figures. Guard Tony 
Bennett led his team in 
scoring for the third 
straight day with 18 
points, while Desmond 
Ferguson was next with 15. 

Seven-foot-three Shagari 
Alleyne put up eight points 


roles. 

• Tony Bennett 

24.0 

“Everybody 

• Desmond Ferguson 11.7 

was brought 

Eric Crookshank 

11.7 

here for a 

Mark McCarroll 

11.7 

specific rea¬ 

• Gary Ervin 

11.0 

son,” Crook¬ 

Adris Deleon 

11.0 

shank said. 

s Gordon Malone 

9-3 

“If everybody 

• Jevohn Shepherd 

7.0 

plays their 

• Garry Gallimore 

5-3 

roles and 

• Shagari Alleyne 

4.0 

plays de¬ 

Lonnell Shuler-Jones 2.7 

fence, this 

* Devon Norris 

1.7 

team will be 



fighting for a 

when Millrats star A1 Stew¬ 

champi¬ 

art shut him down in the 

onship.” 

opener, but bounced back 

The Rain- 

with 18- and 11-point out- 

five first-year 

ings. 



pros and many of them 
saw significant floor time 
this weekend. It was a 
chance to prove them¬ 
selves and adjust to the pro 
game. 

One of them, point 
guard Adris Deleon, got a 
rude welcome to the PBL 


“Every day I’m learning,” 
said Deleon, an NCAA Divi¬ 
sion I product of Eastern 
Washington. “The first 
game, I was struggling, but 
my coaches said, ‘Don’t 
worry, keep playing hard, 
keep being aggressive.’ It 
was a good experience.” 



Shagari Alleyne, the Rainmen’s 7 ’ 3 ” centre, dunks the ball during 
the first half of last night’s PBL exhibition game at the Metro 
Centre. 


Former Moosehead 
Gilbert traded 

hockey David Gilbert, a 
former top draft choice of 
the Halifax Mooseheads, 
was dealt from the 
Quebec Remparts to the 
Bathurst Titan in a three- 
way trade yesterday. 

Bathurst first sent a 
third-round 
pick to the 
Baie- 
Comeau 
Dralclcar for 
forward 
Christopher 
Giroux, 
then sent 
Giroux and David Gilbert 
three draft 
picks to Quebec for 
Gilbert and three picks. 

Gilbert, 18, was drafted 
sixth overall by Halifax in 
2007 but never played for 
the team. He was traded 
to the Remparts in 
December 2007. 

The Titan also dealt 
goalie Nicholas Champi¬ 
on and a first-round 
import pick to the Rouyn- 
Noranda Huskies for for¬ 
ward Zach O’Brien and a 
second-round pick in 
2010 and first-round 
picks in 2010 and 2011. 

METRO HALIFAX 



Season inching closer for Rainmen 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest@metronews.ca 


basketball The Halifax 
Rainmen have two weeks 
to fine-tune before the Pre¬ 
mier Basketball League 
season opens. 

The Rainmen, who 
wrapped up the pre-season 
last night with an emphat¬ 
ic 128-83 win over the Ver¬ 
mont Frost Heaves, will 
practice daily at the Uni¬ 
versity of King’s College 
before hitting the road to 
face the Lawton-Fort Sill 
Cavalry on Jan. 3. 

Owner Andre Levingston 
and head coach Les Berry 
now have a good feel for 
what their players can do, 
and will meet this week to 
determine if any changes 
need to be made. 

“We’ve got a few things 
we need to discuss,” Lev¬ 
ingston said. “We’re going 
to sit down and see if we 
think we can compete for 
a championship and we’ll 
make some decisions.” 

Based on the pre-season, 
it’s clear guard Tony Ben¬ 
nett will be the Rainmen’s 



Guard Garry Gallimore could receive regular time off the bench 
for Halifax this year. 


shining star, with comple¬ 
mentary leading roles go¬ 
ing to Desmond Ferguson 
and Eric Crookshank. 

From there, a sizeable 
chunk of remaining floor 
time appears earmarked 
for guards Adris Deleon 
and Gary Ervin and for¬ 


wards Mark McCarroll and 
Gordon Malone. 

Guards Garry Gallimore 
and Jevohn Shepherd and 
centre Shagari Alleyne 
could receive regular min¬ 
utes in supporting roles off 
the bench. 

“We were really looking 


“We're going to sit 
down and see if we 
think we can 
compete for a 
championship and 
we'll make some 
decisions." 

Andre Levingston, 
Rainmen owner 


to see who would com¬ 
pete,” Levingston said. “It’s 
rough on guys playing 
three games on a row, but 
they competed, and that 
was great to see.” 

The Rainmen are on the 
road against the Quebec 
Kebs on Jan. 7 and open at 
home against the Kebs on 
Jan. 10. 
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Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 3 


Sports in brief 


hockey Halifax Mooseheads 
rookie Brent Andrews will 
serve as an assistant captain 
for Team Atlantic at the world 
under-17 hockey challenge 
starting Dec. 28 in Timmins, 
Ont. The 16-year-old centre 
from Hunter River, P.E.I., will be 
a leader for the squad along 
with captain Stephen 
Woodworth, a Middleton na¬ 
tive who plays for the junior A 
Halifax Lions, and fellow assis¬ 
tant Bryce Milson of the 
Bathurst Titan. Andrews has 
two goals and five assists in 37 
games. He had a goal in five 
games at last year's 
tournament. The tournament 
concludes Jan. 5 - 

METRO HALIFAX 


QMJHL GAMES 
DEC. 21-26 

Holiday Break. No Games Scheduled. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 27 
Saint John at Acadie-Bathurst 
P.E.I. at Cape Breton 
Moncton at HALIFAX 
Chicoutimi at Quebec 
Val-d’Or at Rouyn-Noranda 
Gatineau at Shawinigan 
Lewiston at Victoriaville 

MONDAY DEC. 28 
Victoriaville at Lewiston 
Shawinigan at Drummondville 
Montreal at Gatineau 
Quebec at Rimouski 
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Holmgren joins Browns 

Mike Holmgren has decided to see if he can fix the Cleveland Browns. The Super Bowl-winning coach accepted a job to become 
the club's president yesterday, joining a franchise needing a major makeover after a decade of losing, the associated press 
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Women’s team features 
speedy, skilled blue-liners 


Carrie Underwood Mike Fisher 

Sens forward to wed 
country music star 



Captain Hayley Wickenheiser is interviewed after the Canadian 
women's hockey team was announced in Calgary yesterday. 


Senators centre Mike Fish¬ 
er has agreed to a new 
long-term deal, but it has 
nothing to do with hock¬ 
ey. 

Fisher has confirmed re¬ 
ports that he and country 
music superstar Carrie Un¬ 
derwood are engaged. 

“Yeah, it’s true,” he told 
reporters after the team’s 
practice yesterday morn¬ 
ing. “We’re both obviously 
excited and very happy.” 

No date for the wedding 
has been set. The hockey 
heartthrob, who’s one of 
the team’s most popular 
players, began dating the 
former American Idol win¬ 
ner over a year ago after 
being introduced through 
a mutual friend. 

Rumours of the engage¬ 
ment began swirling on 
Twitter pages and web¬ 
sites Sunday when a fami¬ 


ly friend of Underwood, a 
26-year-old Nashville resi¬ 
dent, tweeted a congratu¬ 
lations to the couple. 

“It’s great. It’s a long 
time coming,” said Chris 
Neil, Fisher’s closest 
friend on the team. “I 
think there’s going to be a 
lot of broken hearts in Ot¬ 
tawa with all those girls 
who are in love with 
Milcey ... But he’s met a 
great girl.” 

Fisher, a 29-year-old 
from Peterborough, Ont., 
faced a large media scrum 
after the players skated 
ahead of their game 
against the Boston Bruins 
last night. 

“I think you guys knew 
before I did,” Neil told re¬ 
porters. “It came out on 
Twitter about 20 minutes 
after (Fisher’s proposal).” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


The key component of 
Canada’s Olympic 
women’s hockey team is 
fast, skilled defenders 
who can contribute 
offensively. 

The 21-player roster un¬ 
veiled yesterday includes 
three young defencemen 
with considerable offensive 
upside. 

Edmonton’s Meaghan 
Miklcelson, Montreal’s 
Catherine Ward and Tessa 
Bonhomme of Sudbury, 
are among seven players on 
the team who will make 
their Olympic debuts Feb. 
13, when Canada opens de¬ 
fence of the gold medal 
against Slovakia. 

Head coach Melody 
Davidson, who was also be¬ 
hind the bench at the 2006 
Olympics in Turin, Italy, 
has been cultivating de¬ 
fencemen who can both 
protect Canada’s end of the 
ice and generate goals. 

“Over the last four years, 
we’ve been building depth 
at defence,” Davidson said. 

The roster includes famil¬ 
iar faces such as Hayley 


Wickenheiser of Shau- 
navon, Sasic., Winnipeg’s 
Jennifer Botterill, Jayna 
Hefford of Kingston and 


Becky Kellar of Hagersville, 
Ont., who will all play in 
their fourth Olympic 
Games. 


Calgary’s Carla MacLeod, 
named the most valuable 
player at the world champi¬ 
onships earlier this year, is 
one of the best offensive de¬ 
fenders in the game. 

Davidson retained her, 
Colleen Sostorics of 
Kennedy, Sask., and Kellar 
as defencemen from the 
2006 squad. Kellar and Sos¬ 
torics play a more defen¬ 
sive-style of game. 

“I look at our defence and 
I think we’ve got a balance 
of offensive, mobile de¬ 
fence and the stay-at-home, 
solid defensive defencemen 
when you look at Sostorics 
or Kellar,” said Wickenheis¬ 
er, who was also named 
captain yesterday. 

Davidson released two 
players Sunday night to get 
down to three goaltenders, 
six defencemen and 12 for¬ 
wards. 

The players will have a 
short holiday break start¬ 
ing today before facing the 
U.S. in exhibition games 
Dec. 30 in St. Paul, Minn., 
and Jan. 1 in Ottawa. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Sports in brief 


CFL Recently fired Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers head coach Mike 
Kelly will remain in legal limbo 
until the New Year. Kelly was 
supposed to appear in a Penn¬ 
sylvania court tomorrow on do¬ 
mestic assault charges, but his 
lawyer can’t attend and has 
asked for a new date that will 
likely be in January. 
baseball Free-agent pitcher 
Jason Marquis and the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals have agreed 
to a two-year contract, pending 
a physical, two people familiar 


with the deal told The Associat¬ 
ed Press yesterday. One person 
said the agreement is worth 
about $15 million US. 

UFC The injury-plagued UFC 
108 card was finally completed 
yesterday with the addition of 
bouts featuring welterweights 
Paul Daley and Dustin 
Hazelett, and lightweights Du¬ 
ane Ludwig and Jim Miller. The 
mixed martial arts show will 
take place Jan. 2 at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena in Las Ve¬ 
gas. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 



NHL OVERALL STANDINGS 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
GP W L 0L GF GA Pt 


d-New Jersey 35 26 8 1 106 75 53 
d-Washington36 22 8 6 130100 50 
d-Buffalo 35 2210 3 94 76 47 

Pittsburgh 37 2511 1 116 95 51 

Boston 35 1711 7 90 87 41 

Atlanta 35 1813 4 115 108 40 

Ottawa 36 18 14 4 100 103 40 

Florida 38 1615 7 ill 122 39 

N.Y. Rangers 36 1716 3 99102 37 

Montreal 38 1718 3 97107 37 

Tampa Bay 36 1314 9 91 109 35 

Toronto 37 13 16 8 106 130 34 

N.Y. Islanders 37 1317 7 90120 33 

Philadelphia 35 1518 2 95103 32 

Carolina 36 9 21 6 89 131 24 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
GP W L OL GF GA Pt 

d-Chicago 34 23 8 3 103 71 49 

d-Colorado 38 2111 6 113 110 48 

d-San Jose 35 20 8 7 H5 93 47 

Nashville 36 2211 3 106101 47 
Los Angeles 37 2212 3 111 108 47 

Calgary 35 2011 4 101 87 44 

Phoenix 36 2113 2 91 83 44 

Dallas 35 1510 11105 108 41 

Detroit 36 1813 5 98 96 41 

Vancouver 36 2016 0 no 93 40 

Minnesota 36 1716 3 93 103 37 

St. Louis 34 1514 5 84 95 35 

Anaheim 35 1414 7 99 111 35 

Columbus 36 1415 7 103126 35 
Edmonton 35 1516 4 105 113 34 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Montreal 4 Atlanta 3 (0T) 

Boston 2 Ottawa 0 
Buffalo 3 Toronto 2 (0T) 

Colorado 4 Minnesota 3 
Florida 4 Philadelphia l 
New Jersey 4 Pittsburgh 0 
N.Y. Rangers 3 Carolina 1 
San Jose 4 Dallas 2 
Tampa Bay 4 N.Y. Islanders 2 
St. Louis at Edmonton 
Columbus at Phoenix 

TODAY'S GAMES 
San Jose at Chicago, 8 p.m. 

Anaheim at Colorado, 10 p.m. 

Nashville at Vancouver, 1030 p.m. 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Milwaukee 84 Indiana 81 
Orlando 104 Utah 99 
Sacramento 102 Chicago 98 
San Antonio 103 L.A. Clippers 87 
Cleveland at Phoenix 

TODAY’S GAMES 
Philadelphia at Washington, 7 p.m. 
Detroit at Charlotte, 7 p.m. 

Chicago at New York, 730 p.m. 

Indiana at Boston, 730 p.m. 

Atlanta at Minnesota, 8 p.m. 

Golden State at Memphis, 8 p.m. 
Portland at Dallas, 830 p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at Houston, 830 p.m. 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers, 1030 p.m. 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

N.Y. Giants at Washington 



Give Well gift $ 

ideas from under 

Boxing day prices 
have arrived! 


Visit GNC.ca for the location nearest you 


G NC Live Well! 
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Children diagnosed with autism 

About one in 110 children in the United States have autism, according to the U.S. government's latest estimate released Friday by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Autism is diagnosed by making judgments about a child's behaviour; there are no blood or biologic tests, the associated press 


Health & Beauty 


EDITOR: JENNIFER.PRITTIE^)METRONEWS.CA 


Surviving stressful situations 


Which product goes on first, 
reducing skincare confusion 



Take time out for yourself and to unwind over the holidays. 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro News 


Ahh, the holidays. And 
family. And patterns of be¬ 
haviour that never 
change. Your mother 
makes you feel fat. Or 
skinny. You always fight 
with your brother. Your 
sister bugs you about driv¬ 
ing a nice car. How can 
you survive holiday 
conflicts and come out 
feeling good about your¬ 
self? 

While you are running 
around getting ready for 
the holidays, spend a little 
time thinking about the 
mental traps you fall into, 
and what you can do dif¬ 
ferently. Plan ahead your 
response to comments you 
find toxic. 

“We have to work to pre¬ 
dict what will be difficult 
for us based on our history 
with the family, and make 
a plan,” says Merryl Bear, 
director of the National 


Eating Disorder Informa¬ 
tion Centre (NEDIC) in 
Toronto. 

NEDIC staff posted a 
helpful document on their 
website called Coping with 
the Holidays. It’s written 


for people with eating dis¬ 
orders, but many of the 
tips are applicable to any¬ 
one who feels vulnerable 
at this time of year. 

“Family get togethers are 
difficult for many of us, re¬ 
gardless of whether we 
have a psychological ill¬ 
ness or not,” says Bear. “Al¬ 
ways think in the holiday 
season, people are not go¬ 
ing to change.” 

It’s easy during family 
events to put the needs of 
others ahead of your own. 
Here are some tips to reju¬ 
venate: 

• Plan which events you 
will attend and which you 
won’t. It’s OK to say no. 

• Plan to have restorative 
time for your own needs: 
Go to a movie, turn off the 
phone, or take a walk. 

• Visit or call a trusted 
friend. You can even let 
this person know ahead of 
time that you may need to 
do this. 


“Always think in the 
holiday season, 
people are not 
going to change.” 

Merryl Bear, director 
of the National Eating 
Disorder Information 
Centre (NEDIC) 

• Buy yourself a present. 

• Plan to do volunteer 
work or join an interest 
or support group if you 
are likely to feel lonely, 
empty or depressed. Build 
some structure into your 
holidays. 

If the holidays are diffi¬ 
cult for you, it’s important 
to spend a little time think¬ 
ing about which people 
make you feel uncomfort¬ 
able and what to do about 
it. Do you want to avoid 
these people altogether? If 
not, predict what these 
people might say to you. 
Plan your response, and 
even practice saying it. 

NEDIC recommends say¬ 
ing positive things to your¬ 
self. Before events, think 
“I am entitled to ...” Dur¬ 
ing events, “I can handle 
this.” After events, “I did 
very well.” 

For instance, you might 
say to yourself after an 
event, “I can see that my 
sister is upset, but it was 
important that I take care 
of myself.” 

Remind yourself that 
you are a worthy individ¬ 
ual and are entitled to re¬ 
spectful behaviour. 

If someone is being diffi¬ 
cult, “Just let it pass. It ac¬ 
tually isn’t about you. It’s 
about the other person,” 
says Bear. 


weight loss®clinic 


GUARANTEED WEIGHT LOSS ■ CALL 902.431.8746 

www.uweightloss.com 



hair & body spa 


LET US TAKE CARE OF YOUR GIFT GIVING NEEDS 

Gift Certificates for product and Spa Packages. 
Certified Organic AVEDA Products. Book your holiday hair 
and makeup while you shop! 


902-404-3199 

1081 Cole Harbour Rd, across from BMO 
www.pureenergyspa.com 


AVEDA 


JANINE FALCON 

for Metro News 


skincare Our appetite for 
anti-aging solutions feeds a 
constant release of new 
technology, 
ingredients 
and formu¬ 
lations. As a * —— 

result, skin 
care regi¬ 
mens have 
become 
more com- ^ 
plicated than 


NeoStrata* 

Smoothing Cream i 

L " ,n IA 


wash-dry-moisturize. 
Now we have AH As, 
retinol, SPF, vitamin 
treatments, topical light- 
eners, concentrated 
serums and more. 

“I find that 
women have trou¬ 
ble figuring out 
the order of prod¬ 
ucts,” comments 
dermatologist Dr. 

Paul Cohen, who 
appears regularly 
on Canada AM. 

A new Applica¬ 
tions Tips feature 
on Neo Strata, ca 
can help reduce 
application confu¬ 
sion whether or 
not the site visitor 
uses a full regi¬ 
men of products. 
NeoStrata, a Mon¬ 
treal-based 


“Every time we’d launch 
something new, there’d be 
someone eager to use it 
who would ask, ‘Now, do I 
put on my Vitamin C first, 
or my retinol first?’ We real¬ 
ized that if we in the indus¬ 
try have these con¬ 
cerns and questions, 
surely there must be 
0 more people out 
there who do,” she 
explains. 

NeoStrata’s tips 
outline the applica¬ 
tion or¬ 
der of 
specific 
types of 
day and 
night for¬ 
mulas. 
Each step 
also provides a 
“why” that 
can be applied 
to skincare in 
general. For 
example, a 
note linked to 
the Vitamins 
& Serums step 
explains that 
applying them 

i 


NeoStrata Smooth¬ 
ing Cream Level 1 
with four per cent 
glycolic acid, $36. 


NeoStrata* 


Vitamin C 
Concentrate 




IDEAL FOR 

All tltin 

Low of radiance 

Age 30. 



Canadian 
company, 
specializes 
in anti-ag¬ 
ing and an¬ 
ti-acne care 


NeoStrata Vitamin C 
Concentrate with 10 per 
cent L-Ascorbic Acid to 
brighten skin, $36. 


in formula¬ 


tions ranging from 
cleansers to at-home der¬ 
matological treatments. 

Executive Vice President 
Lucy Papas says their staff 
prompted the initiative. 


before moisturizer 
allows skin to ab¬ 
sorb them better, 
and that “moisturizer cre¬ 
ates a barrier which keeps 
your skin hydrated and 
locks in the benefit of the 
vitamins.” That’s informa¬ 
tion even non-NeoStrata 
users can appreciate. 
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INVENTORY 

CLEARANCE 

Dec 1 to Dec 31,2009 

Includes full warranty on all frames. See In-Clinic for details. 


454.20201 www.DoctorsEyeClinic.com 

Scotia Square | Spring Gte^rpMif4miS§ckville | Spryfield 

Concentrate with 10 per 
cent L-Ascorbic Acid to 


Doctors 

Eye Clinic 

Doctors of Optometry 
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New preservative-free food line 

Paleo Brands, Inc. is introducing a new gourmet entree and snack line that will launch Jan. 4. The line will consist of 
unprocessed, preservative-free, grass fed meats, wild caught fish, vegetables, fruits and nuts, metro news services 
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Food 



Cocktail encyclopedia 


Simon Difford is addicted to cocktails. So much so that he’s made and sampled 
2,600 mixed drinks during his career as a bar owner and founder of his own 
import company in London, England. Now for those who want to learn more 
about making cocktails, Difford’s Encyclopedia of Cocktails, 2600 Recipes (Fire¬ 
fly, hardcover, $45) has just been published. The book features photos of 
finished cocktails with their recipes and origin. the Canadian press 
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Personal Gourmet recipe of the month 


ROSE REISMAN 


Have your cake & eat it too! 



The holiday season is all 
about decadent desserts. 

I love the combination of 
chocolate and cheesecake. 
These recipes include vari¬ 
ations on both these deli¬ 
cious ingredients. The best 
part is that they are all con¬ 
scious of calories and fat. 
So you can actually have 
your cake and eat it too! 


Marble Mocha 
Cheesecake 

Coffee and chocolate go 
so well with this creamy 
cheese batter. You can dou¬ 
ble this recipe: bake it in a 
10-inch pan and add anoth¬ 
er 10 minutes to the bak¬ 
ing time, baking until the 
center is still loose. 

PREP TIME: 15 MINUTES 
COOK TIME: 40 MINUTES 

SERVES 12 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 Vi cups chocolate wafer 
crumbs 

• 2 Tbsp water 

• 2 Tbsp sugar 

• 1 Tbsp vegetable oil 

• 1 2 / 3 cups smooth light ri- 
cotta 

• 1 I 3 cup softened 
light cream 
cheese 

• 3 A cup gran¬ 
ulated sugar 

• 1 egg 
• 1 / 3 cup 
light sour 
cream or 2 
per cent 
yogurt 

• 1 Vi Tbsp all-pur¬ 
pose flour 

• 1 tsp pure vanilla extract 

• 2 tsp instant coffee gran¬ 
ules 

• 2 tsp hot water 

• 3 Tbsp semi-soft 
chocolate chips 

• 1 tsp vegetable oil 


Cheesecake Squares 

Chocolate cheesecake in 
any way, shape or form is 
not to be refused. These 
luscious squares have a 
brownie-type crust that’s 
simply mouth-watering. 
They freeze beautifully and 
my children love to eat 
them frozen—they say it 
tastes like a creamy frozen 
chocolate bar! To get 
chocolate chunks, use a 
sharp knife to shave off 
pieces from a solid 
block of chocolate. 

PREP TIME: 10 
« MINUTES 

COOK TIME: 

25 MIN¬ 
UTES 

SERVES 

16 

INGREDIENTS: 

Crust 

• a /2 cup granulat¬ 
ed sugar 

• 3 Tbsp unsweetened 
cocoa powder 
• 2 Tbsp vegetable oil 

• 1 egg 

• a /2 tsp pure vanilla 
extract 

• 2 / 3 cup all-purpose flour 
Filling 

• 2 / 3 cup granulated sugar 

• 2 Tbsp unsweetened co¬ 
coa powder 

• 1 Tbsp all-purpose flour 

• 2 / 3 cup smooth light 
ricotta 

• Va cup light cream 
cheese, softened 

• 2 Tbsp low-fat sour 
cream 

• 1 large egg 

• V 2 tsp pure vanilla 
extract 

Topping 


Marble mocha cheesecake, above, and choco 
late sour cream cheesecake squares, right. 


METHOD: 

1. Spray an 8-inch spring- 
form pan with cooking oil. 
Preheat the oven to 350°F. 

2. For the crust, combine 
the crumbs, sugar, water 
and oil. Mix thoroughly. 

Press into the bottom 
and partially up the 
sides of the pre¬ 
pared spring- 
form pan. 

, 3. For the fill- 

I ing, beat the ri¬ 
cotta, cream 
cheese, sugar, 
egg, sour cream, 
flour and vanilla in 
a large bowl or food 
processor until well blend¬ 
ed. Dissolve the coffee 
granules in the hot water. 
Add to the batter and mix 
until incorporated. Pour 
the batter over the crust 
and smooth the top. 

4. Place the chocolate 


chips 
and oil 
in a small 
bowl and mi¬ 
crowave on medi¬ 
um high for 30 sec¬ 
onds or just until soft. Driz¬ 
zle the melted chocolate 
over the top of the batter. 
Draw a knife or spatula 
through the batter several 
times to create a marbled 
effect. 

5. Bake for 35 to 40 min¬ 
utes. The center will be 
slightly loose when you jig¬ 
gle the cake. 

6. Cool on a rack. Refrig¬ 
erate for at least 2 hours 
before removing the sides 
of the pan and serving. 


Chocolate Sour Cream 



About Rose 


Rose Reisman is an author, media 
personality, nutritionist, and the inspira¬ 
tion behind a fresh food delivery service, 
Personal Gourmet, and new website, 
The Art of Living Well. Visit Rose at 
rosereisman.com & personalgourmet.ca 


chocolate chunks or 2 Tb¬ 
sp chocolate chips 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat the oven to 
350°F. Spray an 8-inch 
square baking dish with 
cooking oil. 

2. For the crust, combine 
the sugar, cocoa, oil, egg, 
and vanilla in a bowl. Stir 
in the flour, mixing just 
until combined. Pat the 
mixture into the bottom of 
the prepared dish. 

3. For the filling, com¬ 
bine the sugar, cocoa, 
flour, ricotta, cream 
cheese, sour cream, egg 
and vanilla in a food 
processor. Puree until the 
mixture is smooth. 

4. Spread it over the 
crust. 

5. Bake in the center of 
the oven for 20 to 25 min¬ 
utes. The center will still be 
slightly loose in the middle 
when the pan is jiggled. 

6. Sprinkle with the 
chocolate, cool to room 
temperature on a rack and 
refrigerate until chilled. 


(liquid Asse 



Dinner pairing 



hile I'm 
sure 

some of 
you 
would 

like a liquid recommenda¬ 
tion for roast beef (try a full- 
bodied cabernet sauvi- 
gnon), ham (pick a New 
World pinot noir), lamb (a 
medium-bodied Aussie shi- 
raz) or even lobster (noth¬ 
ing beats a ripe New 
Zealand sauvignon blanc); 
here are some thoughts on 
matching wine with the big 
bird and its varied side dish¬ 
es. A classic roast turkey din¬ 
ner is surprising forgiving 
when it comes to a wine 
partner. 

In reds think California 
Zinfandel, Italian Chianti or 
a Frenchmen from Beaujo- 
lais or the Southern Rhone 
Valley. 

For a bottle of white, 
choose a mid-priced 
chardonnay from Aus- 
tralia, Chile or 
France's Burgundy re- 
gion or a German 
with a touch of 
sweetness like 
Moselland’s 2008 
Ars Vitis Ries¬ 
ling ($9.95 - 
$ 17 . 99 ) - a 

bright, refresh¬ 
ing wine that ; 
will go with f 
just about any¬ 
thing you plan j 
on serving : 
along with j ->! 

Tom turkey. /I 



NEW YEARS EVE 

at the Split CrowM m 

Dinner Special 

Slow Roasted Prime Rib and all the Trimmings. $9.95 



New years entertainment 

Skully: 9:30pm till 1:00am 
$3 cover at the door/starts at 8pm 



THE SPLIT CROW PUB 
Eat. Drink. Be Social 
splitcrow.com 1 422.4366 
1855 Granville St 
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Blumer culinary adventures 

Host Bob Blumer returns with Glutton for Punishment season four on Jan. 4. It premieres on the Food Network Canada. In 
this final season of the series, Blumer tackles 13 exciting food challenges around the globe, metro news services 


Julie & Julia author is 
back with meaty read 


book Julie Powell’s new 
book is not for the squeam¬ 
ish, in more ways than one. 

It opens with her in the 
back of a butcher shop, 
flecked with blood and reek¬ 
ing of meat. She’s busy slic¬ 
ing a raw, slippery liver with 
a foot-long knife. 

By the end of the book, 
another internal organ — 
her heart — has been fillet¬ 
ed: Powell dissects the pain 
caused by her two-year affair 
with an old college flame 
that sent her into an emo¬ 
tional tailspin and almost 
sunk her marriage. 

It’s all a bit, well, messy. 
What happened to our 
spunky blogger and best¬ 
selling author with a “saint¬ 
ed husband” who spent a 
year making Julia Child’s 
food, the young woman 
whose story made up half of 
the charming Nora Ephron- 
directed film Julie & Julia? 

Powell, in an interview at 
a coffee shop near her 
Queens home, admits read¬ 
ers may find her sophomore 
effort — titled Cleaving: A 



Author Julie Powell. 


Story of Marriage, Meat and 
Obsession — a bit jarring. 

“People coming from the 
movie Julie & Julia and pick¬ 
ing up Cleaving are going to 
be in for some emotional 
whiplash,” she says, laugh¬ 
ing. 

While there are a dozen 
or so recipes, this is definite¬ 
ly not a cookbook. Instead, 
Powell reveals the pain of 
loving two men at once, of 
her fondness for sado¬ 
masochism and even a bout 
of self-punishing sex with a 
stranger, the associated press 


BURNJSIDE 

HOTEL 

Book one of our 

meeting rooms tor 

v0U r holiday party or 

special function, etc. 

DINING ROOM & LOUNGE 

( c^Tsf Ml 

Restaurant open 7 days a week 

Breakfast: $4.99 

■L i A 

Lunch & Dinner: $6.95 


All you can eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet: 

$6.95* * Monday-Friday 



ROOM Daily from I Weekly from I Monthy from 

SPECIALS $69.00 | $280.00 | $799.00 


468-7117 739 Windmill Road, Dartmouth 


Party Packs for 
■the Holidays 

Move over devilled eggs. 
We're bringing a whole 
new flavor to your party! 

Call now to customize 
your party pack with our 
many items, from butter 
chicken to spring rolls! 

WOKtlBOX 

fresh asian kitchen 


55 Gale Terrace 

406.1 965 Dartmouth Crossing 
Visit wokbox.ca for full menu options! 



Warm up to winter 

Cocktail recipes that can be enjoyed after a long, cold day 




Bedford Store Holiday Hours: 

Dec. 21-23 8am - 7pm Dec 24 7am - 4pm 
(p) 902.443.0333 


These elegant hot drinks 
can be enjoyed on their 
own — think of a boozy 
coffee or hot cocoa topped 
with whipped cream after 
a long, cold day of holiday 
shopping — or in the place 
of dessert. 


INGREDIENTS: 

• 2 tbsp hazelnuts 

• 1 Tbsp brown sugar 

• 1-1/2 oz spiced mm 

• 1/2 oz Frangelico 

• 2 oz apple cider, warmed 

• Ground cinnamon 


METHOD: 

In small baking pan, 
bake nuts in preheated 
3 5 OF oven 10 to 15 
minutes or until lightly 
browned and blistered. 
Wrap in clean dish towel; 
let steam 1 minute. Rub in 
towel to remove loose 
skins. Let cool. 

In food processor, finely 
cmsh sugar and 
hazelnuts. 

Moisten rim of a glass 
and press into cmshed 
mixture to form a rim. 
Add mm, Frangelico and 
cider. Stir gently. Sprinkle 
with cinnamon. 


Scorched marshmallow 
hot chocolate 

When he created this 
decadent cocktail, Jonathan 
Humphrey, bar manager of 
the Drake Hotel in Toronto, 
Ont., was inspired by a 
childhood memory of en¬ 
joying a steaming mug of 
hot chocolate with a marsh¬ 
mallow on top after tobog¬ 
ganing. 

MAKES 1 DRINK 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 cup steamed 10 per cent 
cream 

• 2 Tbsp chocolate syrup, or 
to taste 

• 1 oz Frangelico 

• 3 large marshmallows, 
skewered on a soaked 
wooden skewer 

• Whipped cream 

METHOD: 

In large mug, combine 
cream and chocolate syrup. 
Stir in Frangelico. 

Using creme brulee torch 
or barbecue lighter, careful¬ 
ly toast marshmallows, let¬ 
ting them very briefly catch 
fire. With marshmallows 
ablaze, gently dunk them 
in hot chocolate mixture, 


Algoma winter warmer, left, and scorched marshmallow hot chocolate, right. 


extinguishing flame. Top 
with whipped cream. 


Hot buttered rum 

Bill Sweete, co-owner of 
Sidecar and Negroni in 
Toronto, Ont., was inspired 
by Swedish Glogg for his 
hot tipple, but swapped out 
the wine for the richer 
tastes of two kinds of rum 
and uses a flavourful com¬ 
pound butter to add spice 
and sweetness. 

MAKES 1 DRINK 

INGREDIENTS: 

Glogg Compound Butter: 

• 1/2 cup dried sour 
cherries 

• 1 to 2 tbsp rum or water, 
depending on your taste 

• 1/2 cup salted butter, at 
room temperature 


• 1/4 cup brown sugar 

• 1 tsp each: ground 
allspice, ground cardamom 

• 1/2 tsp each: ground nut¬ 
meg, ground cloves 

Drink: 

• 1 oz each: dark rum, light 
rum 

• 1 oz honey syrup (mix 
and heat equal parts honey 
and water) 

• 2 to 4 oz hot water, or to 
taste 

• 1 or 2 whole star anise, 
for garnish 

METHOD: 

For Glogg Compound 
Butter, add cherries and 
rum or water to food 
processor. Blend until cher¬ 
ries are finely chopped. Add 
butter, sugar, allspice, car¬ 
damom, nutmeg and 


cloves. Process just until 
mixed. 

Transfer to counter or 
cutting board. Form into 
log, about 2 inches in diam¬ 
eter. Roll in waxed paper or 
plastic wrap. Refrigerate 
until firm. (Leftover butter 
can be refrigerated and 
used as a topping for warm 
cake, pie or pastries.) 

For drink, add two rums, 
honey syrup and water to 
taste to heatproof mug. Cut 
1/2-inch disc from chilled 
Glogg Compound Butter; 
add to hot drink. Stir until 
well mixed. Garnish with 
star anise. 


Algoma winter warmer 

Grace Restaurant (Toron¬ 
to, Ont.) co-owner Chris 
Hoffman makes good use 
of cider produced at his 
wife, Lesle Gibson-Hoff- 
man’s, family orchard in 
Newcastle to make this 
warm, spiced cocktail that 
smells like apple pie just 
out of the oven. Hoffman 
uses Algoma’s apple cider. 

MAKES 1 DRINK 


Prices Goc&ed vcftof* Cfu*isthtas/ 


Live or Cooked, only 


So fresh they are still 


swimming in our tanks 


Claw & Knuckle 1/2 lb package 


VinArt 


Christmas Eve 
12-4pm 


(Regular $22.99 ea) 
(While supplies last) 


(Regular $5.99 ea) 


Clearwater 


www. clear wa ter. ea 


Halifax Int. Airport Hours: 

7 Days /Week 6am-9pm 

(p) 902.873.4509 


TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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Swift, Depp favourite celebs 

The results are in. Popeater.com has names Taylor Swift and Johnny Depp as its favourite celebrities of the 
year after asking its readers. Jennifer Aniston and George Clooney were the runner-ups. popeater.com 
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Swift named 
top entertainer 

Associated Press title caps monumental 
year for the 20-year-old country singer 


It’s a love story, baby. 

Taylor Swift sang those 
words about a young ro¬ 
mance, but they apply just 
as well to America’s feel¬ 
ings for the 20-year-old 
country singer. Swift, 
adding to the heap of 
awards already bestowed 
on her, has been voted The 
Associated Press entertain¬ 
er of the year. 

Swift was chosen by 
newspaper editors and 
broadcast producers across 
the country in a survey of 
AP members. She follows 
last year’s winner, Tina 
Fey, and 2007’s pick, 
Stephen Colbert. 

“I am so honoured and 
so excited,” Swift said in an 
interview by phone with 
the AP. “This was so unex¬ 
pected, and I could not be 
more grateful.” 

Though her second al¬ 
bum, Fearless, came out in 
late 2008, Swift was ubiq¬ 
uitous in 2009. 

She found critical ac¬ 
claim for her autobio¬ 
graphical and infectious 
songwriting, exemplified 
in tunes such as Love Story 
and White Horse. She led a 
sold-out tour across 52 
cities in North America. 

She won album of the 
year from the Country Mu¬ 
sic Awards and the Coun¬ 
try Music Association 
Awards. She hosted Satur¬ 
day Night Live and per¬ 
formed at the Grammys. 
She won five American 


“She defines 
crossover appeal 
and would seem to 
be a strong 
business model in a 
declining music 
business.” 

Ellis Widner 


Music Awards, including 
artist of the year. 

At one point, she had 
eight songs on the Bill¬ 
board Hot 100 chart. 

Swift said that several 
nights of her year were 
“golden and shiny and I’ll 
remember forever.” Host¬ 
ing SNL was one of those. 

“That entire week was 
life-changing, honestly,” 
said Swift. “It makes you 
feel so thankful to be a 
part of the music industry, 
but more than that, to me, 
SNL is show business.” 

Another live show, the 
MTV Video Music Awards, 
was more of a mixed bless¬ 
ing for Swift. She was ac¬ 
cepting the award for best 
female video (the first VMA 
to be given to a country 
act) when Kanye West 
stormed the stage and in¬ 
terrupted her speech. 
West’s stunt set off a me¬ 
dia storm that perhaps 
said as much about Swift’s 
popularity (fans and musi¬ 
cians alike came to her de¬ 


fence) than it did about 
West’s. 

Among those who voted 
for Swift for entertainer of 
the year was Danielle L. 
Kiracofe, entertainment 
editor for the Stars and 
Stripes, the military news¬ 
paper. 

“In a time of ‘made’ mu¬ 
sicians, she writes her own 
songs and has her own 
sparkly style,” said Kira¬ 
cofe. “She’s managed to do 
all of this with grace, class 
and poise — and without 
uttering a swear word, 
dancing on a pole or wear¬ 
ing next to nothing. At the 
age of 20.” 

Ellis Widner, style editor 
for the Arkansas Democ¬ 
rat-Gazette, applauded 
Swift for superseding gen¬ 
erational boundaries. 

“She defines crossover 
appeal and would seem to 
be a strong business model 
in a declining music busi¬ 
ness,” Widner said. 

At year’s end, Swift’s life 
is in flux. She’ll soon move 
out from home with her 
family, making this Christ¬ 
mas an emotional one for 
her. She may well have 
more trophies to haul in, 
too. In January, she’ll be at¬ 
tending the Grammys, 
where she’s nominated for 
eight awards. She’s already 
begun to look beyond 
2009. 

“The second that I put 
out Fearless, the moment 
that album came out and I 
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Giving 


Help Oxfam fight poverty! 


www.oxfamunwrapped.ca 


To order by phone 1-866-572-2831 
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Country star Taylor Swift — who at one point had eight songs on the Billboard Hot 100 and is 
nominated for eight Grammys — was voted entertainer of the year in a poll by The Associated Press. 

was done with it, I started plan 20 steps ahead of my- play with myself, trying to 
writing for my next al- self, and it’s really fun top what I’ve done last.” 

bum,” said Swift. “Ilove to competition game that I the associated press 



© 2009 Distributed exclusively in Canada by Videoville Showtime. All rights reserved. Artwork and design. 

BLOCKBUSTER name, design and related marks are trademarks of Blockbuster Inc. ©2009 Blockbuster Inc. All rights reserved. 


' BEYOND A 

REASONABLE 


DECEMBER 22m 

AVAILABLE TO RENT AT BLOCKBUSTER ® 
























metro 


metronews.ca 


28 entertainment 


Tuesday, December 22,2009 

Ricci releases new film 

Christina Ricci has made a new short-film for DKNY. The Monster actress features in four different scenarios in the 
film, designed to show off the ways which the fashion house's leather Eldridge bag can be used, femalefirst.co.uk 


Movie experiences that defined the decade 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


From computer-animated 
innovation to comic-book 
crusaders coming to life 
on the big-screen, the past 
decade in movies has been 
as remarkable as any peri¬ 
od in cinema's century of 
existence. 

Sure, it also gave us such 
goose eggs as Gigli and Bat¬ 
tlefield Earth but for every 
box-office bomb there’s 
been a fantastic work of 
art that has transformed 
its genre and explored 
imagination. Here’s a look 
at the best cinematic expe¬ 
riences of the last ten 
years. 

Lord of the Rings 

Of course there were ac¬ 
tually three movies, but 
Peter Jackson’s daunting 
adaptations should truly 
only be considered as one. 
Either way, this stirring 
trilogy earned 30 Oscar 
nominations and won the 
Best Picture in 2004. 

The Dark Knight 

The decade’s only film to 
solidly give the reigning 


all-time box office champ 
(Titanic) a run for its mon¬ 
ey, this Batman thriller is 
history’s top-earning com¬ 
ic-book movie. Plus, who 
could forget Heath 
Ledger’s Oscar-winning 
turn as the malevolent Jok¬ 
er? 

No Country for Old Men 

The Coen Brothers con¬ 
tinued to shine with this 
amazing rendition of Cor- 
mac McCarthy’s harrowing 
bestseller. Not only did it 
win the Best Picture Oscar 
but Javier Bardem did for 
the term “ffiend-o” what 
Jack Nicholson did for 
“Here’s Johnny!” in 1980’s 
The Shining. 

Memento 

Filmmaker Chris Nolan 
(The Dark Knight) rose to 
fame with this mindben- 
der about a man trying to 
discover who murdered his 
wife. The problem: His 
memory isn’t too clear so 
the narrative is as mysteri¬ 
ous as his concussed mind. 
Wall-E 

Even though it was obvi¬ 
ous before this 2008 hit, 
Pixar fully established it¬ 
self with Wall-E 



Lord of the Rings transformed the epic adventure genre and set 
the tone for similar movies throughout the decade. 





a film kv TERRY GILLI AM 

THE IMAGIN ARIUift OP 

DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


Movie feature 


as the decade’s most pro¬ 
gressive studio providing 
family fare that’s intelli¬ 
gent, challenging and en¬ 
tertaining for both kids 
and adults. 

There were several other 
films over the past decade 
worth mentioning as well: 

Eccentric screenwriter 
Charlie Kaufman teamed 
up with director Michel 
Gondry for the absurdist 
rom-com Eternal Sun¬ 
shine of the Spotless I* 
Mind; Martin Scorsese 
won a long-awaited Oscar 
with his 
cop-dra¬ 


ma The Departed and 
Guillermo del Toro even 
created one of the decade’s 
most amazing movies with 
Pan’s Labyrinth. And even 
though that fantasy flick 
may not have achieved the 
same legend at the box-of¬ 
fice, it shows that the past 
decade will be perhaps 
best remembered for the 
promise of what’s to come 
in the next ten 


years. 


The film Wall-E helped Pixar to full establish itself as a 
Hollywood player during the ’oos. 


Top 10 in '09 

It's been a very good year for 
movies. After all, recent 
reports have shown that ad¬ 
missions are up over last year 
(which is necessary when 
blockbusters like Avatar are 
costing upwards of $500 mil¬ 
lion to make). 

But with the past twelve 
months giving us everything 
from big-budget thrillers like 
Star Trek and Watchmen to 
edgy indie dramas like Para¬ 
normal Activity and 
Humpday, it’s never easy to 
compile the best of the best. 
Instead, I scoured ten film 
critic associations' lists in or¬ 
der to find the best movies of 
2009. As the cream rose to 
the top, here is what became 
the most popular films of 
2009: 

^ The Hurt Locker 
2 Inglourious Basterds 
J Up 

it Up in the Air 


IN THEATRES CHRISTMAS DAY 

A PAIR OF A RUN OF 
ENGAGEMENT PASSES TO SEE 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


1 Precious 


5 ' 

g District 9 
Tf A Serious Man 


( 500 ) Days of Summer 


\ Fantastic Mr. Fox 


8 
9 ' 

The Messenger 

STEVE COW/FOR METRO CANADA 


enter for your chance to win! metronews.ca 
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No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents 
of Quebec. Contest closes December 27, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full 
contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Simpsons turning public off on nuclear power? 


tv An American philoso¬ 
phy professor who has ed¬ 
ited a series of books about 
how TV programs such as 
The Simpsons have affect¬ 
ed popular culture says 
many people may be con¬ 
cerned about nuclear pow¬ 
er from watching the ani¬ 
mated cartoon show. 

Dr. Bill Irwin, a philoso¬ 
phy professor at King’s Col¬ 
lege in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
says Homer — the bum¬ 


bling main character in 
The Simpsons who works 
at a nuclear power plant — 
has perhaps helped to put 
a negative spin on nuclear 
power by doing such 
things on the show as try¬ 
ing to stop a meltdown by 
randomly pressing buttons 
on a console. He also 
points out that the owner 
of the nuclear power plant 
in The Simpsons, Mr. 
Burns, is portrayed as a 


cold-hearted, greedy indus¬ 
trialist. But the show’s 
most intelligent character, 
Homer’s daughter, Lisa, is 
portrayed as a staunch en¬ 
vironmental advocate. 

“She’s very eco-friendly 
and very much against nu¬ 
clear power and the nu¬ 
clear power plant run by 
Mr. Burns,” Irwin said dur¬ 
ing a recent interview on a 
Saskatchewan radio talk 
show. 


The editor of the book 
The Simpsons and Philoso¬ 
phy says television and 
movies about nuclear dis¬ 
asters such as Chernobyl 
and Three Mile Island have 
also added to negative pub¬ 
licity surrounding nuclear 
power. 

Irwin has also edited a 
series of similar books, 
which look at the effect of 
such TV shows as The So¬ 
pranos. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



A philosophy professor has charged that The Simpsons has 
shaped the way people perceive nuclear power. 
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TiLa Tequila could be surrogate mom 

Is Tila Tequila giving her brother a shot at fatherhood? In a Twitter post on Sunday, the reality-TV star wrote that 
she is serving as a surrogate mother for her brother and his wife, people.com 
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Stone finds freedom 

British soul siren ready for bright new year 


“My songs are a reflection of my emotions. 

I write about everything, when I’m p—ed 
off, frustrated or in love." Joss Stone 



Joss Stone hopes to tour North America later in the new year. 


MAUREEN LITTLEJOHN 

for Metro Canada 


British soul sensation Joss 
Stone is no longer 
between a rock and a hard 
place. 

Her new album, Colour 
Me Free, on EMI Records, 
(released in October) has 
received critical praise. 
She’s got a European tour 
scheduled for February and 
she hopes to tour North 
America later in the year. 
All good news after 2009, 
when the feisty 22-year-old 
singer publicly tried to 
parachute from her record 
deal (to no avail) and had 
her album release delayed 
for half a year. 

“Music is how I get things 
out. My songs are a reflec¬ 
tion of my emotions. I write 
about everything, when I’m 
p—ed off, frustrated or in 
love,” she explained over 
the phone from her home 
in Devon, England. 

Colour Me Free was 
written and recorded in a 


week in early 2008 at her 
mum’s live music club Ma¬ 
ma Stone’s. Warm, organ¬ 
ic and rootsy, the 12 songs 
have a vintage ‘60s soul 
feel, peppered with con¬ 
temporary stylings. An all- 
star lineup of guests in¬ 
cludes guitarist Jeff Beck, 
drummer Sheila E., singer- 
songwriter and producer 
Raphael Saadiq and rap¬ 
per Nas. 

“It was a gorgeous day 
and I really wanted to 
make an album. My writ¬ 
ing partners Jon (Shorten) 
and Conner (Reeves) 
thought I was crazy. The 
band flew in the next day. 
We brought in some 
recording equipment and 
made it up as we went 
along,” said Stone. 

The first two tracks, Free 
Me and Could Have Been 
You, are outstanding. “I 


wrote Could Have Been 
You when I was 15.1 asked 
Jon and Conner to help me 
finish it. Most of the other 
songs evolved just by try¬ 
ing sounds out with the 
band. It was really fun. We 
didn’t use any structure or 
formula,” she said. 

Her most challenging ac¬ 
complishment in 2009 
took place on the small 
screen. In the fall, The Tu¬ 
dors TV show featured 
Stone as German noble¬ 
woman Anne of Cleves, 
Henry VUI’s fourth wife. 
Henry found Anne so re¬ 
pulsive he decided not to 
consummate the marriage. 

“I like her not,” he de¬ 
clared. Hard to believe 
with the glowing Stone 
cast in the part, but then 
drama is all about a willing 
suspension of disbelief. 

Stone gamely adopted a 


German accent for the 
role, and recalled, “Anne 
kept her head, she lived 
through it. Henry gave her 
a castle and lots of cash. 
They became quite good 
friends. Her ugliness saved 
her life.” 

Between writing songs 
with her band, and doing 


press for her new album, 
Stone spent the holidays 
with her family in Devon. 
She even had them all over 
to her house for Christmas 
dinner. What did she 
serve? “Roasted nut loaf. 
I’m a vegetarian, although 
I’d serve turkey if anybody 
wanted it,” she said. 


Murphy 
sick before 
death: Doctor 

people Brittany Murphy 
was ill with flu-like symp¬ 
toms in the days before her 
death and prescription 
medications were taken 
from her home, the Los An¬ 
geles coroner’s office said 
yesterday. 

The 32-year-old star of 
films such as Clueless and 
8 Mile died Sunday after 
collapsing at her 
Hollywood Hills home. 
Paramedics tried to revive 
her, but she was 
pronounced dead at hospi¬ 
tal. Police said there was no 
evidence of foul play. 

Assistant Chief Coroner 
Ed Winter said they 
conducted an autopsy yes¬ 
terday to tiy to determine 
what killed the actress, and 
said her death appeared to 
be from natural causes, but 
the office will defer releas¬ 
ing a cause of death until 
after toxicology tests are 
complete. 

Neighbour Clare Staples 
said she saw firefighters 
working to resuscitate the 
actress Sunday. 

She said Murphy was on 
a stretcher. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



For December 21 st 


Drake Ft Kevin 
Cossom -1 Get Paper 
David Guetta Ft Akon 

- Sexy Chick 
Faber Drive - Give 
Him Up 

Jason Derulo - In My 
Head 

Hedley- Don't Talk 
To Strangers 

Aleesia - Bubble Gum 

Down With Webster 

- Rich Girl$ 

Lady Gaga - Bad 
Romance 

Ke$ha - Tik Tok 


WE WANT YOU! 



You could guest 
host the 
Interactive 
NINE@9 
with Kid Craig. 


HA 

H 

D 

B 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 


31 

31 

31 ABC 

News Center 5 

World News 

Inside Edition 

Chronicle 

Amer. Funniest Home Videos 

Scrubs 

Better Off Ted 

Oprah Special 

O) 

P 

7 

7 

7 ASN 

The Road to Avonlea 

Sue Thomas: F.B.Eye 

Lives of the Saints (2005, Drama) Sophia Loren. 

Atlantis 

11 

11 

11 CBC 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

A Christmas Story 

(1983, Comedy) 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 


2 

2 

2 CBC-F 

Pyramide (SC) 

Union-force 

Martin sur la route (N) (SC) 

Le Show du Refuge (HDTV) Le Refuge des jeunes. (N) (SC) 

Le Telejournal 

32 

32 

32 CBS 

WBZ News (N) 

Evening News 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

NCIS “Silent Night” NCIS: Los Angeles 

The Good Wife 


69 

69 

69 CFTM 

TVA nouvelles 

Videos 

Qui perd gagne (SC) 

Les Dernieres Vacances ** (2006, Comedie) Queen Latifah. 

TVA nouvelles 


6 

6 

6 CIHF 

Entertainment 

ET Canada 


The Christmas Choir (2008, Drama) Jason Gedrick. 

News Final (N) 


9 

9 

9 CJCH 

Corner Gas 

Degrassi: TNG 

The Rankin Family Reunion 

Deck the Halls (2005, Comedy-Drama), Ken Pogue (DVS) 

CTV News 

<u 

10 

10 

10 ELTV 

(6) EastLink Television 

Podium TV 


Community Matters 


E 

36 

36 

36 FOX 

Seinfeld 

The Simpsons 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 


Fox First 

0) 

12 

12 

12 NBC 

News (N) 

NBC News 

Access H. 

Extra (N) 

The Biggest Loser “Where Are They Now” 

Jay Leno Show 

E 

29 

29 

29 NW 

(6) Power & Polit 

ics 

Connect Today’s 1 

biggest stories. (N) 


CBC News: The National 

fifth estate 

Q. 

4 

4 

4 PBS-B 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Greater Boston 

La Plaza-Maria 

Nova “Darwin’s Darkest Hour” (DVS) 

Frank Lloyd 


35 

35 

35 PBS-D 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Business Rpt. 

Worldfocus 

Freshwater Seas 

Freshwater Seas 

Frontline 


68 

68 

68 TQS 

Guerre clans 

Popcorn TV (N) 

Touche pas a mon fils 

Dirty Sexy Money (SC) 

Pratique privee (N) (SC) 

Guerre clans 

js 

23 

96 

96 BNN 

Business News 

Headline 

Market Call Tonight 

The Close 

Market Call 

Squeeze Play 

Business News 

£ 

c 

18 

18 

18 CNN 

Situation Room-Wolf Blitzer 

CNN Tonight (N) 

Campbell Brown (N) 

Larry King Live (N) 

Cooper 360 


54 

54 

54 GOLF 

Golf Central 

Big Break 


Big Break 

Big Break 

Big Break 


2 

52 

52 

52 RSE 

Connected W-Prime Time 

Olympics: Away From Home 

Skiing 

The Ultimate Fighter (HDTV) 

Sportsnet Con. 

a 

to 

55 

55 

55 SC0R 

After Wrestling 

Covers Experts 

Cabby Unlimit 

Score Today 

Court Surfing NBA news, scores anc 

1 highlights. 

45 

45 

45 SPD 

Unique Whips 

Pass Time 

Pass Time 

Monster Jam (HDTV) 

Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 

Drives 


53 

53 

53 TSN 

Off the Record 

SportsCentre 

That’s Hockey! 

Boxing Manny Pacquiao vs. Miguel Cotto. 

Hockey 


43 

43 

43 FAM 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Sonny Chance 

Zack & Cody 

Overruled! 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Latest Buzz 

Ned’s School 

famil\ 

44 

44 

44 TOON 

Little Spirit: Christmas 

A Dennis the Menace Christmas (2007, Comedy) 

Futurama 

King of the Hill 

American Dad 

26 

26 

26 TREE 

Toopy & Binoo 

(7:35) Annabelle’s Wish 

Rudolph, Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Night Garden 

Little Bear 

Fourth King 

Babar 


27 

27 

27 YTV 

Rudolph, Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Year Without a Santa Claus 

Crazy for Christmas (2005, Drama) Andrea Roth. 

Family Biz 


16 

16 

16 A&E 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

Psychic Kids: Paranormal 

Paranormal 


70 

70 

70 APTN 

APTN National News (N) 

Fish Out 

Mixed Blessing 

Cashing In 

Rabbit Fall 

Blackfly 

Moose TV 

Rez Rides 


50 

50 

50 BET 

(6) ATL ** (2006, Comedy-Drama) 

Coming to America *** (1988, Comedy) Eddie Murphy, Arsenio Hall. 

Monica: Still 


37 

37 

37 BRVO 

Wind at My Back 

Christmas at the Concert Hall 

Johnny Cash Christmas 

Johnny Cash Live at Montreux 199' 

l 


25 

25 

25 CMT 

Tara Oram’s Christmas Carol 

Amer. Funniest Home Videos 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year (2008, Drama) 

Home Improve. 


49 

49 

49 COM 

Just for Laughs 

Air Farce 

22 Minutes 

Corner Gas 

22 Minutes 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

Corner Gas 


153 

153 153 COURT 

Killer Next Door 

Situation Critical 

Cops Uncut 

Dumb Criminal 

Psychic Witness 

Critical 


38 

38 

38 DISC 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Daily Planet (N) 

How It’s Made 

How It’s Made 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Time Warp (N) 


34 

48 

48 HGTV 

Extreme Makeover: Home 

House Hunters 

Property Virgin 

HGTV’sTop 10 

Design Inc. 

Pure Design 

Genevieve 

House Hunters 


46 

46 

46 HIST 

Ultimate Engineering 

Ancient Discoveries (N) 

Cities of the Underworld 

Cities of the Underworld 

Engineering 


17 

17 

17 MM 

Secret Life of American Teen 

Gossip Girl (HDTV) 

Live at Much (N) 

Live at Much 

Teen Choice 


19 

19 

19 MMM 

1 Want to Work for Diddy 

1 Want to Work for Diddy 

1 Want to Work for Diddy 

IWant to Work for Diddy 

Entourage 


201 

201 201 Ml 

(6:15) Kiilshot (2009) 

(7:55) Twilight ** (2008, Romance) 

Kristen Stewart. 

Leatherheads (2008, Romance-Comedy) 


48 

23 

23 OLN 

Mantracker 

Ghost Hunters 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Survivorman 

Ghost Hunters 


51 

51 

51 PEACH 

The Office 

Name Is Earl 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

House-Payne 

House-Payne 

Law & Order: SVU 

Legally Bid 2 


1206 206206 PIX 

Close Encounters-3rd Kind 

(8:10) Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within (2001, Fantasy) 

Heartbreakers ** 

(2001, Comedy) 



67 

67 

67 RDI 

RDI monde 

RDI economie 

24 Heures en 60 minutes 

Grands reportages (SC) 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI economie 


39 

39 

39 SHOW 

Trailer Park 

Trailer Park 

The Outer Limits 

Christmas Town (2008, Romance-Comedy), Garry Chalk 

Bones 


40 

40 

40 SLICE 

Skin Deep 

Skin Deep 

Rich Bride, Poor Bride 

Wedding SOS 

Wedding SOS 

Wedding SOS 

Wedding SOS 

Bulging Brides 


47 

47 

47SPACE 

Stargate SG-1 

Stargate Atlantis (DVS) 

Star Trek: Voyager 

Medium 

Supernatural 


14 

14 

14 SPIKE 

UFC Unleashed 

UFC Unleashed 

Ways to Die 

Ways to Die 

MANswers 

MANswers 

Ways to Die 


57 

98 

98 STAR 

etalk(N) 

TMZ (N) 

Look-A-Like 

TMZ 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 

The View (HDTV) (N) 

Dr. Oz Show 

> 

21 

21 

21 TLC 

Say Yes-Dress 

Say Yes-Dress 

More Crazy Christmas Lights 

Table for 12 

Table for 12 

18 Kids-Count 

17 Kids-Count 

Little Couple 

0) 

56 

34 34 TR0P 

Prod. Parker 

Prod. Parker 

’70s Show 

’70s Show 

The Outer Limits 

ET Canada 

Switch 

Family Guy 

is 

20 

20 

20 TV5 

Que.-champion 

Journal de Fr2 

La Vie est un cirque 

Petits meurtres en famille 

Coco Chanel 


28 

28 

28 V 

Mysterious Ways 

Murder, She Wrote 

Hallelujah! Dinnerladies 

The Man Who Saved Christmas (2002) 

5 

60 

97 

97 VIVA 

Da Vinci’s Inquest 

Cold Case “Revolution” 

Missing “Fugitive” 

The Closer “Ruby” 

Cold Case 

(0 

o 

22 

22 

22 W 

Grocery Bag 

Maxed Out 

Stolen Miracle (2001, Drama) Leslie F 

iope, Hugh Thompson. 

Home by Christmas (2006, Drama) 

251 

251 251 WGN 

WGN Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 

90210 (HDTV) 


Melrose Piece Pi 

lot” | WGN News 


(c^Stics’corner^— 

A Christmas Story 

Peter Billingsley stars as the 
little boy who yearns to find 
a Red Ryder BB gun under 
the Christmas tree. Not just 
a Christmas story, it’s about 
parents, little brothers, bullies, 
secret decoder rings, double 
dog dares and most of all, the 
inner workings of a youthful 
mind. Jean Shepherd’s writing 
captures it all perfectly. Darren 
McGavin also stars in the 1983 
comedy. 8 PM on CBC 



Johnny Cash Live 
at Montreux 1994 

One of Europe’s most pres¬ 
tigious music festivals is the 
setting for this concert special 
featuring the legendary ^Man 
in Black.” Cash performs such 
signature hits as “Folsom Prison 
Blues” and “Ring of Fire” and 
teams up with his wife, June 
Carter Cash, for a few numbers. 
Their son, John, also makes an 
appearance. 10 PM on BRVO 

The Man Who 
Saved Christmas 

This 2002 docudrama is based 
on the true story of inventor and 
toymaker A.C. Gilbert, played by 
Jason Alexander. When World 
War I breaks out, the govern¬ 
ment asks Gilbert to produce 
munitions instead of toys — and 
he agrees. But when he’s asked 
to urge Americans to buy bonds 
instead of Christmas toys, Gilbert 
sets out to convince Congress of 
the value of holiday cheer. 

10 PM on V 
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Fatone awaits second child 

'N Sync star Joey Fatone looks set to become a father again in 2010. The pop star-turned-TV presenter's wife Kelly Bald¬ 
win is due to give birth to the couple's second child in January, usmagazine.com reports, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Zeta-Jones 
flashes Broadway 
auditorium 

peekaboo Some Broadway 
theatergoers got a little 
more bang for their buck 
at a recent performance of 
A Little Night Music when 
Catherine Zeta-Jones inad¬ 
vertently flashed a section 
of the auditorium, accord¬ 
ing to Page Six. 

“I couldn’t believe it. No 
wonder Michael Douglas 
looks so happy,” an audi¬ 
ence member says. “The 
couple sitting next to me 
also saw it and poked each 

Other.” METRO WORLD NEWS 



Britney Spears posts fiction 
alerts on website: Report 


DO YOU REALLY CARE ANY¬ 
WAY? Having trouble sort¬ 
ing fact from fiction when 
it comes to Britney Spears? 
Allow Britney herself to 
help you out, people.com 
reports. 

The pop star has intro¬ 
duced a new “Bulls—t 
Alerts” page on her web¬ 
site, meant to deliver “the 
inside scoop straight from 
Britney and her team on 
what’s true and what’s 
bull.” 

The page launches by fo¬ 
cusing on the bull, and lots 
of it. A post titled “The 
Year in BS” presents a list 
of the 75 most outlandish 
media stories reported 
about Britney over the past 
year, as determined by the 
Spears team. 

“There were more then 
13,000 stories written 
about Britney in 2009,” 
says the post. “We ranked 
the ones we believe were 
the most ridiculous. Either 
because they were factual¬ 


ly inaccurate, because they 
reported the patently ab¬ 
surd, or because we 
believe they 
are simply 
offensive ABB 
to the ' 
sensibili¬ 
ties.” 

The 

No. 1 
story on 
the list, , ' 
from the 11 
Mirror 
in 
the 



U.K., claimed that Britney 
was dating Indian choreog¬ 
rapher Sandip Soparrlcar. 
Also in the top 10: re- 
ports that Spears, 28, 
^ wasn’t prepared for 
\ her world tour, that 
{ she thought her fa¬ 
ther was drugging 
her, that she was 
dating music 
producer Dallas 
Austin, and that 
she filmed 
music video 
topless. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Brand, Perry 
purchase Brit’s 
old estate 


Hollywood living Things 
seem to be going 
swingingly for Russell 
Brand and Katy Perry, as 
the British comedian has 
reportedly purchased a 
home to share with Perry, 
according to Hollyscoop. 

The property in 
question is a $3.5 million 
US, seven-bedroom man¬ 
sion in The Summit estate 
in Los Angeles, the same 
gated community where 
Britney Spears 


Celebrity tweets 


to 

"Dhv. 


Neil Patrick Harris suffers 
from the snow like everyone 
else, Lindsay Lohan tries to 
clear things up after getting 
hacked and 
Ashton 
Kutcher pays 
his respects to 
Brittany Murphy. 

• QActuallyNPH Holiday Air¬ 
line Madness! Flight to NY 
cancelled, mad dash to find 
seats in full planes. Feel like 
I'm on the Amazing Race. In 
the bad way. 

• Qlindsaylohan I never 
twittered anything about ri- 
hanna, I actually just had to 
email someone to reset my 
password. Waste of paper to 
all you tabloids:) 

• Qaplusk 2 day the world 
lost a little piece of 
sunshine. My deepest con¬ 
dolences go out 2 Brittany's 
family, her husband, & her 
amazing mother Sharon, see 



Winehouse causes stir during 
Christmastime pantomime 



no stage fright Amy Wine- 
house shocked theatre-go¬ 
ers by hurling abuse at the 
cast and reportedly kick¬ 
ing the theatre’s man¬ 
ager, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

The troubled star is 
being investigated by 
British police after her 
antics at the pan¬ 
tomime — a traditional 
musical comedy pro¬ 
duction, typically per¬ 
formed around 
Christmas 
which saw her 
disrupt the 
perform¬ 
ance of 
Cin¬ 
derella 

by 

heckling 
its stars be¬ 
fore attack¬ 
ing front-of- 
house manager 


Richard Pound. 

Winehouse — who is 
thought to have 
been drinking 
— reportedly 
spent more 
than half an 
hour of the 
first act of the 
performance 
yelling exple¬ 
tives. 

METRO 

WORLD 
NEWS 


Miller invites Law 
over for the holidays 



HEY JUDE, TAKE MY CHRIST¬ 
MAS and make it better Si¬ 
enna Miller has invited 
Jude Law to spend Christ¬ 
mas with her, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The actress — who has 
reportedly rekindled her 
relationship with the Sher¬ 
lock Holmes star — has 
now asked him to joi 
her at a secluded beach¬ 
front villa in Barbadc 
where she will b< 
spending the festiv 
break with friends. 

A source told The 
Sun newspaper: 

“She is jetting 
to the 

Caribbean (t 
day) and ha: 
asked Jude 
if he 
would 
like to 


join her. 

“He’s very much consid¬ 
ering the proposal and 
would love to take up the 
opportunity but has a 
number of other consider¬ 
ations — not least his 
kids.” 

Jude, 36 — who has four 
children, including a 
two-month-old 
daughter Sophia 
from a brief fling 
with model 
Samantha Burke 
— first dated Si¬ 
enna in 2004, 
but they split 
two years 
later when 
he was 
caught having 
an affair with a 
nanny. metro 
world 

NEWS 


Doherty busted upon 
leaving courtroom 



DRUGS IN HIS POCKET It Was 

a rough day in court for 
Pete Doherty yes¬ 
terday. 

While the 
troubled 
rocker 
escaped 
jail time 
for drug 
charged 
and driving 
under the 
influence of 
alcohol, he 
was immedi¬ 
ate arrested 


while leaving the court¬ 
house, according to the 
Sun. 

While checking in 
earlier in the day, a 
packet suspected to 
be containing drugs 
fell out of his pock¬ 
et, prompting se¬ 
curity to call the 
police. “About 
six officers came 
over and waited 
to arrest Doherty 
when his case was 
over,” a source says. 

METRO 


on new 
charges 


Jacko file slated for release 


behind closed doors More 
than 300 pages of a 679- 
page FBI file detailing 
Michael Jackson’s recent 
death as well as his past 
child molestation investi¬ 
gations are set to be re¬ 
leased this week, ac¬ 
cording to 

Hollyscoop. 

“This dossier 
is an incredibly 
important key 
to under¬ 


standing what happened 
behind closed doors, and 
may help the world better 
understand Michael,” a 
source says. The pages of 
the report that 
aren’t being made 
public deal pri¬ 
marily with the 
singer’s death, as 
that is still under 
investigation. 

METRO WORLD 

NPIAfC 




Nicole Scherzinger, British racer on 
the rocks, new report claims 


ON A BRAKE Nicole 
Scherzinger’s romance 
with racing driver Lewis 
Hamilton is reportedly on 
the rocks, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The Pussycat Dolls singer 
has been dating the British 
Formula One ace for nearly 
three years, but they have 
reportedly not seen each 


other in three weeks and 
shelved plans to spend 
Christmas together. 

A source told the Daily 
Mirror newspaper: “Lewis 
and Nicole have had a few 
problems for a while now. 
They love each other dear¬ 
ly but have incredibly busy 
schedules. 

“Nicole was in London 


last week and was desper¬ 
ate to hook up with Lewis 
but she was busy in the 
studio while he is on a Eu¬ 
ropean training camp and 
couldn't come back. 

A spokesperson for 
Hamilton insisted the 
couple is “perfectly 
fine.” metro 

WORLD NEWS 
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Today 

Flurries 


-10V -11° 


Wednesday 
~(^) Flurries 

40%' -3° / -6° 


Thursday 

Variable 

-I 0 / -7° 


TAKE THE WEATHER 
WITH YOU 

visit moblle.lheweathernetwork.com 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


1 Muslim 
pilgrimage 

5 Omit 

9 Omega preced- 
er 

12 Jai — 

13 Golden Rule 
word 

14 Rowing need 

15 Cheating 

17 “Birth — Na¬ 
tion” 

18 Bird house? 

19 Page or Pom- 
peo 

21 Smartens (up) 

24 Book after 
Joel 

25 Pale 

26 Starving 

30 Modemday 
evidence 

31 Legerdemain 

32 Gorilla 

33 Jogged 
untogged? 

35 Manitoba 
tribe 

36 Swiss artist 
Paul 

37 Creator 


38 Bigfoot’s fam¬ 
ily? 

40 Part mine, 
part yours 

42 Eggs 

43 One-piece 
swimwear 

48 Lair 

49 Wedding 
shower? 

50 Liniment tar¬ 
get 

51 Deluge refuge 

52 Raw minerals 

53 City on the 
Rhone 


DOWN 


1 Possessed 

2 Foreman foe 

3 Pickle holder 

4 Unlicensed taxi 

5 Dines 

6 Entanglement 

7 Judge Lance 

8 Attack on one’s 
opinions 

9 Sly one with a 
cue 

10 Secure 

11 Persia, now 
16 “Of course” 


20 Part of UCLA 

21 Bankrolls 

22 “— It Roman¬ 
tic?” 

23 Reality show 
for budding 
entrepreneurs 

24 In the thick of 

26 Charlatan 

27 Census statis¬ 
tic 

28 Duel tool 

29 Antelope’s 
playmate 

31 Orchestra 
leader 

34 Inventor 
Whitney 

35 Informal 

37 “— Miniver” 

38 “Star Wars” 
sage 

39 Always 

40 Formerly 

41 Banjos’ kin 

44 Melody 

45 Unfriendly 

46 However, in 
poetry 

47 D.C. VIP 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Venison with 
Chunky 

Vegetable Braise 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 

3 shallots, roughly 
chopped 

1 lb (500 g) butternut 
squash, peeled and diced 

2 celery sticks, sliced 

1 bay leaf 

11/4 cup (300 ml) beef 
stock 

2 tbsp (25 ml) Worcester¬ 
shire sauce 

4 venison steaks 

398 mL can chickpeas, 
drained and rinsed 
1 tsp (5 ml) smoked or reg¬ 
ular paprika 

METHOD: 

1. Heat oil in a large, 
heavy-based pot and fry 
shallots, squash and celery 
over fairly high heat, stir¬ 
ring occasionally, until be¬ 
ginning to brown. Preheat 
broiler to high. 


2. Add bay leaf, stock and 
1 tbsp (15 ml) Worcester¬ 
shire sauce, and bring to 
boil. Reduce heat, then 
cover and simmer until 
vegetables are just tender. 
Adjust seasoning if neces¬ 
sary. 

3. Meanwhile, brush veni¬ 
son steaks with remaining 
Worcestershire sauce and 
cook 4-5 minutes on each 
side. Cut into thick pieces, 
if you like. 

4. Stir chickpeas into pot 

of vegetables and bring 
back to boil. Spoon vegeta¬ 
bles onto serving plates 
and top with venison. 
Sprinkle with the paprika 
and serve. serves 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


© 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

This is the ideal time to make 
an impression on people in po¬ 
sitions of power. If you are hop¬ 
ing for a promotion the Sim 
will help you be noticed. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

You will have to deal with peo¬ 
ple today who, to say the least, 
are emotionally difficult and 
there may be times when you 
could scream at them to stop. 


TAURUS /Oi 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 v£/ 

You can work alone if you wish 
but the planets indicate you 
need to join forces with like- 
minded people if you want to 
see your dream become a reality. 

SC0RPI ° (m) 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Words will come easy to you to¬ 
day and you will leave no one 
in any doubt what it is you 
mean and what it is you expect 
of them. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

Tiy not to be too concerned 
about what you own and earn 
because that could lead to con¬ 
flict with someone whose needs 
may be at odds with your own. 

SAGITTARIUS iO\ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Don’t wony too much if your 
financial and business affairs 
are in a bit of a mess because 
the Sun’s transit of the money 
area of your chart will help. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

If you are serious about your 
aims and ambitions it would be 
wise to consult partners and 
colleagues before you do any¬ 
thing about them. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \J%/ 

If you want to start something 
new or if you want to change 
your life in some way now is 
the time to stop thinking about 
it and to start acting. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

Cosmic activity in the area of 
your chart that governs your 
daily routine will pile on the 
pressure over the next few 
days. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

This is generally a happy time 
of year for you but it could be 
one of the happiest ever if you 
face up to a fear that has been a 
constant in your life. 


VIRGO /T\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Because the Sun is transiting 
the most dynamic area of your 
chart you must aim higher 
than ever before. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Make the effort to get out and 
about and meet new and excit¬ 
ing people. You are an introvert 
but you should be be more ad¬ 
venturous. 


This day in history 

1944: World War II: Battle of the Bulge - German troops demand 
the surrender of United States troops at Bastogne, Belgium, 
prompting the famous one word reply by General Anthony McAu- 
liffe: "Nuts!" 

1944: World War II: The Vietnam People's Army is formed to resist 
Japanese occupation of Indo-China, now Vietnam. 

1965: In the United Kingdom, a 70mph speed limit is applied to all 
rural roads including motorways for the first time. Previously, 
there had been no speed limit. 

1989: Berlin's Brandenburg Gate reopens after nearly 30 years, ef¬ 
fectively ending the division of East and West Germany. 


TAKE A BREAK 
FROM WORK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 
metr^ubeoftheday 


TATTOO TICKETS 
FOR CHRISTMAS 



ROYAL 

T NOVA SCOTIA 

l TATTOO 


EMAIL YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO 
prizepack@nstattoo.ca FOR A CHANCE TO 

WIN A FAMILY PACK 

OF TICKETS 


TICKETS 1 -902- 451 -1221/www.ticketatlantic.com 


/obey/ is 11 B 

































































































































































































AIR CANADA 



VACATIONS 



Holiday deals 

569 


starting at 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $153 


$ 


Las Vegas via Toronto 
Monte Carlo 
Resort & Casino • 4-k 
Hotel rm. 

Jan. 24 • 4 nts. 


569 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $153 


Cayo Coco/Cayo Guillermo 

NH Krystal Laguna 
Villas & Resort • 4 ★ 

All-Inclusive • Club laguna rm. $OQQ 
Feb. 13 & Mar. 6 • 1 wk. 077 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $213 


Jamaica 

Sunset Jamaica Grande 
Resort & Spa • 4-* 
All-Inclusive • Standard rm. 
Feb. 8 • 1 wk. 


1189 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $266 


Iberostar Rose 
Hall Beach • 4 1/2 ★ 
All-Inclusive 

Standard garden view rm. 
Feb. 8,15, & 22 • 1 wk. 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $266 


Punta Cana 

Gran Bahia Principe 
Punta Cana • 
All-Inclusive • Junior suite 
Mar. 6 • 1 wk. 


ite 1439 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $297 


1599 


LOS CaboS via Toronto 

Barcelo Los Cabos 
Palace Deluxe • 5^ 
All-Inclusive • Junior suite 
Jan. 9-30 • 1 wk. 


1349 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $287 


Varadero 

Sirenis La Salina Varadero 
All-Inclusive • Standard rm. < 
Mar. 5 & 19 • 1 wk. 


1139 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $213 


Puerto Plata 

Bahia Principe San Juan 

All-Inclusive • Standard rm. 

Feb. 17 • 1 wk. 


1319 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $297 


Turks & Caicos via Ottawa 

The Sands at Grace Bay • 4 ★ 

Studio courtyard 

Jan. 11 &18-1 wk. lO 


1349 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $233 


DEAL to 

EUROPE 


Paris via Toronto or Montreal 

Hotel Cervantes Paris • 3^ 

Breakfast 

Standard double rm. 

Jan. 21, 22, 28 & 29 • 3 nts. O 


637 


DEAL on 

CRUISES 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $409 


Royal Caribbean International' 

Adventure of the Seas® 

Southern Caribbean cruise 
Flights to San Juan via Montreal 
Interior stateroom cat. L $17110 

Jan 17 • 1 wk. I H-1 ^ 


+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $251 



PALACE RESORTS 


Punta Cana 

Moon Palace Casino, 
Golf & Spa Resort • 5-* 

All-Inclusive • Caribbean suite 
Mar. 6 • 1 wk. 


aircanadavacations.com 

Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 

Departure taxes are extra and must be paid locally: Costa Rica, 26 USD cash; Cuba, 25 CUC cash. Prices in this ad are in Canadian dollars and are valid for bookings made between Dec. 22 & 26/09, inclusive, unless otherwise stated. Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Halifax International 
Airport. Air & Hotel packages to the Caribbean, Cuba, Costa Rica and Mexico include return flight, the hotel as described and transfers at destination. Air & Cruise packages include return flight and the cruise as described. Packages to Europe and the USA include return flight and hotel as described. New bookings only. Subject to 
availability. Not applicable to group bookings. Sale prices reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Flights operated by Air Canada. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures or www.aircanadavacations.com. 
tAeroplan Miles are not actual miles, but points towards rewards including travel rewards. Unless otherwise indicated, Aeroplan Miles indicated are based on roundtrip Economy class per passenger from Halifax to Paris via Toronto, are awarded on flight-inclusive travel only, and are per Aeroplan member. For the amount of Aeroplan 
Miles that can be earned when flying to other destinations, visit www.aircanadavacations.com. For terms and conditions of the Aeroplan program, consult www.aeroplan.com. ■ 'Royal Caribbean International Ltd. ships' registry: The Bahamas. ■ ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc. ®Air Canada Vacations is a 
registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership. Visit www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 


Earn up to 7,800 
Aeroplan® Miles per member* 


facebook 


twitter 


PALACE 

RESORTS® 









